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INTRO
Life’s lessons are often difficult to learn. We may well be aware of a
need for change, but we find so many reasons why we just cannot
change right now. When change does come it does so at a significant
cost. It is no wonder, then, why so many of us avoid it if we can.
Whether these lessons are financial, personal, academic, or other;
we tend to find ways around them until it is absolutely necessary.
Unfortunately, this is also how we interact with God. There may be a
cloud hanging over our relationship with the Almighty, but for whatever
reason, we will avoid confronting it. Is it because we realize ultimately it
is our will that will have to bend to His? Is it because in giving up sin, or
letting go of fear, anger, or hurt it will be hard and sometimes painful?
Yes. So we avoid and continue to move away from the only hope that
will deliver us from a path leading to destruction.
Then came 2020. Everything stopped. New anxieties emerged, to be
sure, but we were forced to cease all semblance of normal. How much
of a spiritual inventory have you done in this time of forced sabbath?
As we stand now at the end of this calendar year, and as we begin
to think again about returning to a more robust life, it is critical that
we confront what God has asked of us in this season. This devotional
is designed to help you personally begin to answer some of those
questions. God has given us the space to stop, but now what? In
the stopping, and the waiting, how do you navigate the process of
growing? Our waiting is not passive, for starters. We may have to give
up some of our routine, but that doesn’t mean we quit. We must first be
still in His presence, we must learn to listen for His clear voice, we must
earnestly seek after Him, and then we must prepare. Prepare for His
continued transformation in our lives, and for the renewing of this world
by His return.
In the life of the church, Advent is the perfect season for all of these
things to take place. There is a palpable tension for awaiting the
fulfillment of God’s promised Messiah, and for the promise of His return.
Tension that requires faith, patience, and preparation. These short
devotionals were written by members of our community of faith, and
it is my prayer that they will help focus your heart this season. At the
bottom of each devotional you will find a QR code that will direct your
smart phone to a piece of music that was specifically chosen for each
passage of scripture or the words written in the devotional. Simply scan
the code using your camera app on your phone and it will be directed
to a YouTube link. We hope that this will add another dimension of
worship each day.
A final word. Don’t be in a hurry. The world will certainly help with that,
but for now rest in the tension that God is still working His perfect will out
in your life. Live with the tension that it is Advent. He is coming, He has
come, He is coming again. He is always coming.

BE STILL
Be still, and know that I am God.
I will be exalted among the nations,
I will be exalted in the earth!
• Psalm 46:10-11 •

BE STILL

FAMILY DEVOTIONAL
Genesis 2:2-3
God never gets tired, right? Of course not! He doesn’t need sleep
or rest. So what does it mean when it says, “God rested from
all his work?” The word in the original language literally means
to stop working, as in the work is complete. So, God stopped
working because his work was finished and it was good. Now
what do you imagine all that work was for? The universe, the
garden, the fruits and vegetables, the animals, and of course,
Adam and Eve, what were they all for? Well, we know God
created the heavens and the earth to fill all of it with his Glory! But
Jesus puts it another way, in John 17:3: This is eternal life, to know
the one true God and the one whom He has sent, Jesus Christ.
For us, the pinnacle of his creation, his image bearers, all of
creation was intended for us to know Him and love Him and
walk with Him in all of life, for eternity! But of course we know
that purpose got messed up, didn’t it? Because Adam and Eve
disobeyed God, the rest of humanity was thrown into a tailspin
of destruction, and ultimately separation and judgment from the
God who made us.
BUT...
It is finished! (John 19:30)
As in, “My work is done!”
So, when God commands us to rest, or BE STILL, on the Sabbath or
when we take a day off, or go on vacation, God desires that we
would celebrate the completed work of His Son, and His purpose
in that good work-TO KNOW HIM!
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FAMILY ACTIVITY
Create a family space somewhere at your home for prayer and
worship during this Advent season. Next, figure out a time, each
week, (or each day!) to gather together as a family to pray,
worship, and BE STILL before the Lord. You can include some
paper and pens, crayons, colored pencils, and markers to make
art to praise God or write out prayers during your worship time
together. Or bring a speaker to play your family’s favorite worship
music to praise God at home together. Keep this time each week
as a special time by setting an alarm or marking the time with
a special song or activity. Most of all, keep it simple! God loves
when we gather together with Him!
FAMILY DISCUSSION
Younger Kids
• Is it hard to be still for very long? Why do you think that?
• What are some things you can do to be still with God?
Older Kids and Youth
• Why do you think it is important to God that we set
aside time to rest and worship Him?
• What things in your life prevent you from being still and resting?
• Are there routines or reminders in your life that can
help you add time to be still with God?
FAMILY PRAYER
Lord, how majestic is your name and your wonderful works!
Thank you for giving us the example of celebrating your work of
salvation and being still with you. Help us to create moments and
days of Sabbath rest in our family to be still with you and rest in
your grace and peace. Remind us to rest in you. Still our hearts to
worship you! Amen.

– DANNY PANTER –

ASSOCIATE PASTOR, NEXTGEN MARRIEDS & COMMUNITY MISSIONS
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DAY 1

IT IS FINISHED
And on the seventh day God finished his work that he had done,
and he rested on the seventh day from all his work that he had
done. So God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because
on it God rested from all his work that he had done in creation.
Genesis 2:2-3
We translate the Hebrew word shabbat as rest, but it literally
means to stop working. God didn’t rest on the seventh day
because he lacked the energy, but because he had finished his
work. The Sabbath day is holy because it represents completion.
Now completion is only as significant as its end purpose. We don’t
work hours on end to produce unusable widgets. So, holiness is
not only tied to the work, but its purpose. In this case Jesus makes
the Father’s purpose abundantly clear:
This is eternal life, to know the one true God and the one whom
He has sent, Jesus Christ. John 17:3
All of creation has this as its aim. Now the Gospel is a similar kind
of work, a work of re-creation.
Our rest on the Sabbath, now, is a celebration and anticipation of
the completed work of salvation Jesus secured for us in His death.
This is why God’s “rest” on the the seventh day, is echoed in
Jesus’ final words on the cross“It is finished.”
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Jesus’s death secured for us the fulfilled promise of John 17:3
in the same way God’s completed work of creation sought to
accomplish, only to be mired by humanity’s sin days later. This is
why we are to be still, or take a day off. Stillness is rejoicing in the
glorious re-creative work of the Father through Jesus. Stillness is
knowing God.
Be still and know that I am God. Psalm 46:10
How often do you really rest?
When you stop working, or take a day off, are you still? What are
some ways you can know God more in your stillness? In what
ways can you celebrate his recreative work in salvation?
What are some ways that may be helpful in insuring that you are
still more often, rather than finding other ways to be busy?
Lord, help us be still, and in that stillness let us find a sense of holy
completion. As you rested, let us rest. As you demonstrated a
clear purpose for us to stop, may we not be anxious to lay aside
the noise of life to find re-creative rest in you. Amen

– DANNY PANTER –

ASSOCIATE PASTOR, NEXTGEN MARRIEDS & COMMUNITY MISSIONS

Each daily devotional will have a QR code
associated with it. To use the QR code, open
the camera on your phone and hold it over
the code and click open. This will take you to a
music file that compliments the devotional.
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DAY 2

MY ASSIGNMENT
Be still, and know that I am God.
I will be exalted among the nations,
I will be exalted in the earth! The Lord of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our fortress.
Psalm 46:10-11
I’ve always liked spy movies. I think it’s the intrigue, adventure,
and the idea of playing a key role in the fight between good
versus evil. In these movies, part of the plot usually includes an
agent checking in with the handler, who has knowledge of
the full scenario and will share what is needed to advance the
strategy of the “good guys’”. And spoiler alert: the agent is the
hero, and the good guys always win!
This is a great storyline for an epic movie. But a question for you:
Have you ever treated the Lord like a handler? Maybe that’s a
leap, but seriously, there have been times I have had to confess
to the Lord that I am coming to Him, expectant that He will give
me my “next mission should I choose to accept it”. I’ve got a
friend who is ill, a family member with anxiety, a coworker dealing
with grief, a troublesome job situation, a financial burden. And
then, I find myself saying, “okay, Lord, what’s my assignment?”
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But this kind of routine is burdensome. It’s far too much for us to
handle. And He knows this. The Lord never intended to be our
handler, when it comes to the trouble in our lives.
He calls himself our Father, a very good Dad. And He is inviting
us to be still and get exactly what our souls need. He wants us to
read His Word, which is alive and transformative. He wants us to
hear His voice as He cares for us. That’s what we need. It does not
mean a life without adventure, and many times, it’s not without a
few ‘good versus evil’ battles up close. But He, who already has
victory and is the lover of our souls, can fill us up with peace, rest,
joy, and love we so desperately need.
How are you approaching your relationship with the Lord? Have
you been feeling weary?
This year may have you in a troublesome place.
Be still and know our God.
Lord, we are here. You are our loving Father and the ultimate
Overcomer. We need all You have for us. Amen.

– KAREN IVY –
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DAY 3

STRENGTH
IN STILLNESS
“Be patient and wait for the Lord.”
Psalm 37:7

”Nothing in creation is so like God as stillness.”
– Meister Eckhart
After the victory over Ba’al’s prophets on Mt. Carmel, God’s
angel prepared Elijah for a 40-day journey through the wilderness.
And what did he discover at the end of so arduous a trek? What
was God’s purpose in the ordeal? An encounter with His “still
small voice,” a meaningful quietude within chaos; the wind, the
earthquake, the fire, and the turmoil of Elijah’s own despondency.
There, Elijah found solace in solitude, strength in stillness, and
renewed vigor to press forward with the work ahead God had
planned for him.
During this Advent season and throughout the year ahead, may
we recognize and seize upon those opportunities to settle, reflect,
and patiently await God’s whisperings, for only when we’ve
quieted ourselves can we hear Him. May we be still and know
that He is God, as it’s in these moments that He makes us most
acutely aware of His presence. In stillness, we too can discover
the solace and strength we need to carry on.
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In the midst of such unsettling times, how might God be preparing
you for an encounter with his still small voice?
How and when will you pause, quiet yourself, and listen to what
He has to tell you?
Most Gracious Father, bring us daily to our knees in silence before
you, and whisper what you would have us know for the hour and
for our present need. Strengthen us for your purpose, and grant
us the wisdom to know when to speak and when to listen, when
to give and when to receive, when to work and when to wait.
Through Christ we pray, amen.
“Guard your steps as you go to the house of God and draw
near to listen …. For God is in heaven and you are on the earth;
therefore let your words be few.” – Ecclesiastes 5:1a, 2b

– BRUCE JUDISCH –
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DAY 4

STOP MOVING
“Be silent, all flesh, before the Lord,
for He has roused Himself from His holy dwelling.”
Zechariah 2:13
As a parent of two small children, I spend much of my time
watching and marveling at a symphony of kinetic energy, a
seemingly unstoppable whirling dervish of running, jumping,
climbing, spinning, dancing, and other forms of movement that
exhaust me just to look at them. So many wonderful, exciting
things to see and do, it’s a wonder where they get the energy.
Then comes the inevitable buzzkill dad moment where I have to
stop them long enough to clean up the disaster that was once
our house. In order to do this, two things have to happen; they
have to be silent, and they have to be still. They need to make
a deliberate decision to cease the movement and surrender
control of the situation in order to hear what I, their father, wish to
tell them.
There is a secondary meaning to the Hebrew word for “silent”
in this verse; to be still. As any parent can appreciate, children
hear and understand better if they are still and quiet. When we
are hurriedly rushing about to handle the pressure and weight
of a world that constantly demands our attention, effort, and
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affections, our Father tells us to simply be still, just stop. As we stand
still in silent awe of God, we can see Him move; roused to action
from His holy place, leading us to follow. If you wish for God to
move you, you first have to stop moving.
1. Are there things in my life preventing me from being
still before the Lord?
2. Am I willing to surrender control and stand silent
while God moves me?
Most loving, Heavenly Father, remind me who I am and to whom
I belong. Bring me to the still, quiet place where I can wholly
abide in You. Lead me to forsake the fear, pride, and temporary
institutions that distract me from the unbending, unyielding, never
forsaking, always and forever love that your Word promises. Quiet
my soul so I can hear Your heart. Amen.

– BENJAMIN HUFF –
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DAY 5

FIGHTING FOR YOU
The Lord will fight for you; you need only to be still.
Exodus 14:14
God’s people fled Egypt’s slavery but found themselves hemmed
in, Pharoah’s armies behind them, and the sea before them.
Panicked to save themselves, instead, they were challenged to
wait and be still—that God was with them in the waiting.
This summer, I found myself among precious family, serving in
a dear one‘s final hours. The struggle grew so hard that, upon
a moment’s reprieving peace, I desperately needed a walk—
beneath broad Texas skies, a warm breeze across my face.
My feet were swift, but my soul was still. I hadn’t much left to pray;
my every breath in these battles had turned simply into “Jesus, be
merciful...” This “waiting” was pressing in on me, and I just needed
to breathe and listen and feel God’s nearness.
When I turned homeward, a pillar of auburn cloud was ablaze
above our homeplace. To some, it was “just another Texas
sunset.” To me? A reminder of God‘s pillared presence over His
struggling children of old... A reminder that His same presence
hovered still... A reminder that God was with us in the waiting.
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Whether His children waiting between Pharaoh’s hordes and an
impossible sea, or my family waiting between pain’s struggle and
that “deep river,” we have found God faithfully with us—that He is
fighting for us, if we only be still.
How can the heart practice stillness, when this world is anything
but still?
When have you sensed God fighting for you?
Our Father, when we’re waiting—for something beautiful or
through something hard—we trust You are with us. We rely not on
our own strength but on You, the Almighty One who fights for us.
Quiet our hearts in Your merciful presence. Help us to be still... to
know that You are God, to know that You are good.
It is not lost time to wait upon God.
J. Hudson Taylor

– AMY RUTHERFORD –
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DAY 6

ANTICIPATION
Even now, take your stand and see this great thing
which the Lord will do before your eyes.
1 Samuel 12:16
Because of COVID, anticipation and waiting are things that we
are learning to deal with daily. When will this virus end? When will
life be normal again? When can I hug my family? When will we
go back to work with our co-workers? When can we go to events
with no fear? When can we go back to church worship, with
everyone?
Anticipation can be an exciting emotion, like when children
anticipate their birthday, Christmas, a vacation and other
celebrations. Anticipation can make the time while we are
waiting be almost as wonderful as the celebration itself.
Anticipation is the building of emotions: joy, happiness,
excitement, wonder and it can also be fear of the unknown,
confusion, sadness and depression.
What about the shepherds’ anticipation? Rejoicing, joy and
wonder. The wisemen were filled with wonder and obedience as
they followed the Star. What about King Herod? Anger, jealousy
and fear. And Mary and Joseph? With the knowledge that has
been shared, their anticipation must have been full of joy, love
and honor.
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Our anticipation and waiting can be filled with Joy, Love and
Honor because we have been given the knowledge to know that
Jesus came as a babe in the manger and died for each one of
us. He then rose from the grave, victory over death. He provides
for us a path that leads to eternal life with Him. We can anticipate
every day that God is with us and is in control of our lives and has
a plan for us.
Are you anticipating this season the joy, love and honor?
Are you still.… aware of the gifts that God has for you, each day.
Can you share any of those gifts?
Anticipate the love of Jesus every day. He loves us and has His
plan.
Now then, stand still and see this great thing the Lord is about to
do before your eyes! 1 Samuel 12:16
Father, you love us, your children, help us to wait with eager
anticipation for your return. In the waiting and stillness may we
feel your presence and hear the small voice of encouragement
and words of guidance and peace. We love you, Father, make us
worthy of the love you give to us. Amen.

– REBY LAWLER –
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DAY 7

WAIT ON THE LORD
....but they who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength;
they shall mount up with wings like eagles;
they shall run and not be weary;
they shall walk and not faint.
Isaiah 40:31
Does anyone enjoy waiting? A lot of human effort and ingenuity
goes into finding ways to eliminate waiting. No one wants to
prolong their time on hold for Customer Service, or wait an extra
20 minutes in the drive-thru at Chick-fil-a. And who hopes we
have to wait longer for a COVID vaccine? No one!
No matter how efficient humanity gets, though, waiting is still
a certainty of life. So, what is the character of our waiting,
then, when we must? Are we impatient, anxious, indignant,
multitasking? Perhaps we manage to be calm and pleasant
sometimes.
But what about waiting for the Lord? Do we even do that at all?
It seems we can bypass waiting for Him a good share of the time,
since He rarely forces us to stop in our tracks. He waits for us.
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If we plow ahead with our own agenda on our own reserves, is it
surprising when we find ourselves exhausted, frazzled, weary?
This Advent, let us take time, intentionally, to wait on the Lord,
in stillness and quiet. Monotasking, giving Him our full attention.
Isaiah assures us that this waiting will not be a depleting
endeavor, or a waste of time. Let us be still and receive the
renewed strength God is offering.
What do I need to set aside today to make time for stillness
before the Lord?
Do I feel resistance inside myself to being still and quiet with God,
and if so, why?
Lord, I want to wait on you and be receptive to you. Please help
me quiet my mind and listen well. I need the strength and energy
that comes only from you.

– LANE AYO –
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LISTEN
“Consequently, faith comes
from hearing the message,
and the message is heard
through the word of Christ.”
Romans 10:17

LISTEN

FAMILY DEVOTIONAL
What will you hear this holiday season? Music? Singing? Family
laughter? Movies? Sleigh Bells? There are all kinds of sounds we
hear during this season.
The Bible teaches us that hearing/listening is very important.
“Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to
become angry” James 1:19. The Bible talks about different kinds
of listening. It is deeper and also involves thinking, too. Listening
is a good thing because it helps us understand and learn about
others. When we are intentional about listening, we often think
of others more than ourselves. We can tell if they are happy
and we can celebrate with them. If they are sad or upset, we
can encourage and pray for them. Jesus also encouraged His
followers to listen to what He said and taught. “Anyone with ears
to hear should listen and understand!” Jesus wanted them/us to
listen and think about Him. Jesus, was telling them that if they listen
carefully, they can learn more about Him, God, and about being
a Christian. The same is true this holiday season. If we listen closely
and carefully, we can learn more about Jesus - His love for us, God
- His grace and goodness in sending Jesus to be born, and being
a Christian - loving and serving others.
Will you listen and learn more about God, Jesus, and others this
holiday season? Jesus has SO much to teach us all, and we should
be willing and ready to listen!
FAMILY ACTIVITY
Gather your family together and scatter things all over a large
room in your house, your yard, or in a park. The goal of this activity
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will be to get from one end of the area to the other with your eyes
closed, listening to directions from your family members. Next, take
turns having one family member stand at the opposite end of the
area from the family with his or her eyes closed. Now, the person
navigating the area with closed eyes must listen to the directions
from their family member to avoid hitting any objects. Take turns
to see who can go the fastest, who can hit the most obstacles, or
who can navigate the hardest course. Talk about whether or not it
was hard to listen or navigate the area. How does listening to God
help us?
FAMILY DISCUSSION
Younger Kids
• What are some ways that we can listen to God?
• How does listening to others help us? How do we listen to others?
• How can you work on listening to others more?
Older Kids and Youth
• How can you listen to God in your life?
• Are there habits or things you can do to help you listen
to God more?
•Are there habits or things that you do that hinder you listening
to God? Are there steps you can take to help with this?
FAMILY PRAYER
Father, we know that you speak to us. We worship you because
you are not silent and do not keep yourself from us. Help us to
listen to you and to your guidance in our lives. Help us to build in
habits of listening and seeking you in our family. We are listening to
you now, Lord! Amen.

– SCOTT LANE –
EXECUTIVE PASTOR, MINISTRY
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DAY 8

ACTIVE LISTENING
Know this, my beloved brothers:
let every person be quick to hear,
slow to speak, slow to anger;
James 1:19
Slowly – breathe in.
As you softly breathe out, whisper His name…Posture your heart
to hear.
Active listening – it’s the discipline of letting go of your own
thoughts as you take in and meditate on the words of another.
You may think, “I have an answer to that.” Breathe… listen. It
takes practice and so many of us can forget – with our spouse,
children, and especially our Savior.
In periods of waiting, Christ prepares our hearts. Are you listening?
Are you setting your will, anger, fear, and frustration at the foot
of the cross? Or do you find yourself thinking of the outcomes of
today’s troubles and stress, speculating how He may be using
them to refine you or maybe… just maybe… we need to breathe.
He has so much to say.
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Let us do the same for others. The world cries out for the grace
of our God. If we are too caught up in telling the world what’s
wrong with it, we may miss the pain of the soul crying for our Lord
distracted by the flesh boasting in its sin.
How often do you pray to the Lord without an agenda? Do you
take time to still your heart and listen?
Do you speak quickly when listening to your spouse, child, friend,
coworker, or sibling? Would you learn more of their joys and pains
if you spoke less?
Lord help me to quickly hear your wisdom, to slowly speak to the
world as it cries out for you, and to press against the momentum
of my anger so it may guide me righteously and not distract me
from your will.

– JACK PIDGEON –
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DAY 9

DO YOU HEAR
Behold, I stand at the door and knock;
if anyone hears My voice and opens the door,
I will come in to him and will dine with him and he with Me.
Revelation 3:20
Shhh….”Do you hear what I hear? A song. A song. Ringing
through the sky….” When I hear these lyrics, I think of my Father
communicating with me by way of a melody above the trees.
How can it reach the depths of my heart with the day in, day out
rigmarole typical of this season of the year for me? I am learning
to choose to make a morning by morning commitment to be still
and quiet with Jesus. I am learning to meditate on the Word of
God so that listening to Him becomes a way of life. I am learning
to prioritize the song, pursue it with hunger and thirst persistently,
and I pray daily that God will teach me how to listen.
“Pay attention to what I say. Turn your ear to my words. Do not let
them out of your sight. Keep them within your heart. For they are
life to those who find them and health to one’s whole body….
Blessed are those who listen to me watching daily at my doors,
waiting at my doorway.” Could Solomon have made it any
clearer? With a teachable, attentive, humble, submissive, and
expectant spirit…be quiet. Get still. “Incline your ear and come to
Me. Listen that you may live,” Isaiah tells us.

26

Are you allowing the chaos and the noise of the world to keep
you from hearing the still, small voice of our Holy God? When you
hear that rat-a-tat-tat upon the door of your heart, swing it wide
open to the Lover of your soul who greets you with “a voice as
big as the sea”.

Father – Help us to listen wholeheartedly when you speak to
us. Through your Word, through other people, and through our
circumstances. May we always be sensitive to You as divine
Receiver. Make such a strong impression on us that there will be
no question in our hearts as to what Your will is for our lives.
Thank you that you give us ears to hear. When you knock
upon the door to our hearts, may we always be home to
greet you with open arms. – AMEN

– CARY OWNBY –
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DAY 10

CALLS YOU BY NAME
My sheep hear My voice,
and I know them, and they follow Me.
John 10: 27
Goats are an unruly bunch—hyperactive, temperamental,
disobedient, loud—qualities that every 10-year-old boy would
find overwhelming. I remember sitting in the grasslands of the
savannah herding my uncle’s goats with utter frustration for why
they did not listen. I hear sheep are exceptionally different from
goats. Zambia didn’t have too many sheep. Yes, sheep can be
unruly sometimes, but sheep are more apt to respond to the
voice of the shepherd.
John 10:27 speaks of Jesus as a shepherd. Jesus declares that He
knows each one of His children, and when they hear Him speak,
they immediately respond. It is a curious thing to see a shepherd
calling out to his flock; the shepherd knows the nature of sheep,
and his voice acts as a guide to ferry them to shelter and safety.
Jesus loved mankind so much that He left the glories of heaven
to become a sacrifice for sin (Philippians 2:6-8). In this sacrifice,
He has defeated sin and the call of His voice signifies safety and
shelter with GOD that is possible—it is REAL. All we need do is
respond.
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During the advent season, I am reminded that Jesus was born to
shepherd me to life—to call me to reconciliation with the Father,
to heal me of my brokenness and to complete my joy. Jesus
knows me, and He calls me by name. He knows you and He calls
you by name.
Have you responded?
You are the Good Shepherd, and while I am designed to need
you, you have also allowed me to know you and be known
intimately by you. I am grateful for the family table you’ve
prepared and for the place you’ve set for me there, where I will
enjoy your voice forever. My heart overflows!

– KWENJE BANDA –
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DAY 11

I’M HOME
“Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message,
and the message is heard through the word of Christ.”
Romans 10:17
It occurs to me that in order to hear you have to be listening.
And in order to listen you have to be still and be quiet. We have
a little dog, named Missy, that we got when our youngest son
was still at home. That little dog loves our son. My son had a
little ritual when he arrived home from school that he would say
“Missssy, I’m home.” Every day that little dog would quietly sit
close to back door listening for my son’s greeting, waiting for his
arrival. It has been 10 years since our son went off to college,
but that little dog still listens for that greeting. In fact, to this
day, if you say “Missssy, I’m home”, she will run to the back door
and anxiously await my son’s arrival. When Jesus came into the
world many were not waiting and listening for His arrival and they
missed it.
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As you go through this season are you being still and quiet so you
can listen for the word of Christ?
Are you going through the motions or are you anxiously waiting
on Christ’s arrival?
As you go through the Advent season, like Missy, I hope you are
anxiously awaiting the Son’s arrival.
Holy Spirit, in this busy season, help us to be still and quiet, so
we can hear the words of Jesus. Help us to not go through the
motions. Quicken our hearts to anxiously await Christ’s arrival.

– BYRON BEXLEY –
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DAY 12

WILLING TO LISTEN
He who gives an answer before he hears,
it is folly and shame to him.
Proverbs 18:13
She was sitting in my office, a new patient with complaint of
stomach pain. Apparently, I was the third doctor she had seen
for this issue as the other doctors before me could not give her
an answer. She felt miserable and was in pain all of the time,
known by many as a “difficult patient”. My first inclination was
to think, “what could be the source of the pain that others have
missed?” Did she have an ulcer? A cancer? A hernia? A review
of her previous testing was all normal. As she expressed frustration
regarding a lack of a diagnosis, I considered ordering another
x-ray. But then I remembered looking at her chart and saw that
she had 4 young children, all under the age of 10. I asked about
how she was coping as a mother. Her countenance completely
changed and she opened up about the triumph and challenges
of motherhood. We ultimately found that her pain was stress
related. Rather than a pill or another expensive test, I gave her
my listening ear. Just knowing that someone was willing to listen to
her made her feel that she was normal and that someone cared.
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In reading this passage, it makes me wonder: how much do I truly
listen? In God’s amazing design of our bodies, he gave us two
ears and one mouth; perhaps with good reason.
Do I really listen to my family and friends before I talk over them?
Do I think before I speak and consider the impact of
my words on others?
Do I listen to the consistent, nurturing, and instructional
voice of the Holy Spirit in my life?
What about you?
How would you answer these questions?
Dear Lord,
Thank You for Your amazing word that is simple but awesome,
wise yet concrete, universal yet personal. You are the perfect
listener. Continue to teach us how to listen, to understand how our
words and actions affect others, and to know the proper time to
act. Show us how to hear and respond to Your voice in our lives.
In Christ Jesus we pray, amen.

– HOPE HUBBARD –
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DAY 13

LISTEN / SILENT
If you listen obediently to the Voice of GOD, your God, and
heartily obey all his commandments that I command you today,
GOD, your God, will place you on high, high above all the nations
of the world. All these blessings will come down on you and
spread out beyond you because you have responded to the
Voice of GOD, your God.
Deuteronomy 28:1-2
Every Sunday in the Baptist church where I grew up, we sang a
call to worship based on Habakkuk 2:20: “The LORD is in His holy
temple. Let all the earth be silent before Him.”
The chant-like tune by George F. Root fit the text perfectly, and
the volume tapered off to near-silence by the end. You could
have heard a pin drop.
Famed pianist Alfred Brendel said, “The word ‘listen’ contains the
same letters as the word ‘silent.’” We have to get silent in order
to listen. And listening is hard, isn’t it? Just try sitting silently for five
minutes, listening for God’s still, small voice.

34

Listening obediently is even harder. But in the 34 chapters of
Deuteronomy, the Israelites are commanded to listen to God 30
times. He is ready to let them know what to do next…if they will
listen and obey. And He is ready to bless them. If they will listen
and obey, He will bless and lift them up.
God still speaks. He still commands and blesses. He still expects us
to let our blessings flow out beyond us. We just have to listen.
How can you develop the desire to hear and
obey the voice of God?
What is hardest for you: waiting patiently, listening silently,
or obeying willingly?
Holy Father God, help us to be silent before you. Help us to listen
to Your commandments. Help us to obey them heartily! Bless us,
and help us bless others. In Jesus’ name, amen.

– SUSAN SPOON –
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DAY 14

WHEN WE
WEREN’T SINGING
“I will listen to what God the Lord says; he promises peace to his
people, his faithful servants – but let them not turn to folly.”
Psalm 85:8
I love the mountains; I always have. I get lost in the raw, natural
beauty of creation – regardless of what’s going on in the news
creation is moving along at its designed pace. I remember
Christmas in 1977 when I was a teenager our family took our
first ski trip to Colorado. We celebrated Christmas eve outside a
small chapel in the ski village singing carols with strangers as it
snowed; it was magical. What I remember most, though, is what
I heard when we weren’t singing. The silence. The deafening
silence of the dark, cold night while it lightly snowed. That was
transformative. That’s one reason the mountains are my
go-to place regardless of the season. The quiet and powerfully
overwhelming silence of being in the mountains. Listening. The
wind, the rivers, the snow, the animals. Peace. But I also know it’s
always back to reality when I return to the foot of the mountain.
Loud. Confusing. Complex. The Psalmist reminds me there are
plenty of things I can choose to listen to as I go about daily life;
all sorts of chatter, some good, some not. Listen. To God the
Lord. Peace. He speaks. “He promises peace to his people.”
He speaks clarity and completeness, not confusion. That’s truly
transformative, isn’t it?
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Am I giving in to life’s confusion and complexity?
What am I letting interrupt the transformative, personal
relationship with the God of all Creation?
Will I listen to His voice? The same voice that said, “Let there be
light.” Through an angel that same voice said, “Do not be afraid.”
It’s quite simple, really. Listen. Choose to listen. Listen to God the
Lord. Peace.
The Christmas season is a mountaintop experience; a powerful
reminder of God’s call for us to listen to His promise. To pay
attention.
My prayer: “Father, thank you for speaking to us and forgive us
for those times we don’t listen to you. You are the Creator and
you still love us enough to speak to each of us. Help us each to
listen. Cause us to be still and listen. Cause us to be faithful to your
transformative truth and not to our own ways. We love you.”

– WILLIAM NICHOLS –
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SEEK
Ask, and it will

be given to you;

seek, and you

will find; knock,
and it will be

opened to you.

For everyone who

asks receives,

and he who seeks

finds, and to him

who knocks it will
be opened.

Matthew 7:7-8

SEEK

FAMILY DEVOTIONAL
When you think of the word seeking, what comes to your mind?
Maybe it’s the good ol’ fashioned game of hide-and-seek or
maybe a seeker in the game of Quidditch. These things help us
define what it means to be a seeker: a person who is looking
for something that is hidden from view. A seeker in hide-andseek goes to great lengths to find the people who have hidden
themselves from him as quickly as he possibly can. A seeker in
quidditch is racing to capture the golden snitch before the time is
up. Seeking is similar to searching, but seeking implies a sense of
urgency. This is why God tells us in Matthew 6:33 to “seek first the
kingdom of God…” He wants us to be seekers of Him. He wants
us to go to great lengths to uncover the mysteries hidden in His
Word. He wants us to race to find righteousness before the time is
up. He wants us to pursue Him with urgency!
FAMILY ACTIVITY
Play a game of hide-and-seek as a family. To add more fun,
add some new rules to make it harder or make rounds go faster/
slower. Give out candy or “prizes” for whoever finds everyone
the fastest, hides the longest, or even counts the most! After you
play the game together, talk about what it meant to “seek” in
the game. Then, talk together about how that is like or unlike
seeking God. End your devotion time by going over the discussion
questions.
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FAMILY DISCUSSION
Younger Kids
• When you play hide-and-seek, do you like to seek
or hide more and why?
• What do you think it means to seek God?
• Do you think God wants us to seek Him? Why or why not?
Older Kids and Youth
• What do you think it means to be a “Seeker”
of the Kingdom of God?
• Who are some Biblical people you can think of
that were Seekers?
• In what ways can you seek righteousness
(becoming more like Jesus) this Christmas/Advent season?
FAMILY PRAYER
Lord, we praise you because you are good and you do not hide
from us. Thank you for sending Jesus to save us from our sins. Help
us to seek you in our family, not only during this Advent season,
but all throughout the year. Remind us that you are always with us
and will never leave us. We seek you in all we do. Amen.

– RICK HENDERSON –
ASSOCIATE PASTOR, STUDENTS
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DAY 15

SEEK
“But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness;
and all these things shall be added unto you.”
Matthew 6:33
The Advent season brings about much seeking. Usually, it’s
seeking for the perfect gift. Parents know this all too well. Have
you ever had your child ask for the toy that happened to be
the hottest toy of the year and was sold out everywhere so you
run all over town seeking the chosen toy? I may have made my
parents do that a time or two! Seeking and finding is a natural
occurrence in this time.
The Advent season brings about some other things that Mathew 6
mentions as well: anxiety and stress. I anticipate that the anxiety
of a 2020 Holiday season will be no different. Take a few minutes
to read Matthew 6:25-34.
Anxiety, stress, and worry are all rooted in self-absorption. When
you look intrinsically to solve your problems, you quickly realize
that a solution is out of reach. You are incapable of removing
your own anxiety. Luckily, Jesus gives us a prescription, “Seek Me! I
will take care of you!”
As you seek for things over the course of this month, make sure to
take time to seek the Lord. You will find that everything will come
along much smoother and easier when you place your trust in
Him.
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Your worries and fears may not disappear, but the peace that
comes from being with the Lord will overcome the things of the
world.
What objects or things have you been actively seeking this
season?
What things have been stressful or caused anxiety for you this
year?
Father we seek You! We seek Your peace, we seek Your love, and
we seek Your plan. This year has been stressful and tumultuous.
We have been worried, angry, and anxious. Forgive us for not
seeking You sooner. Forgive us for trusting in our self instead of
trusting in You. Let us seek Your Kingdom first and know that You
are in control. Amen!

– RICK HENDERSON –
ASSOCIATE PASTOR, STUDENTS
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DAY 16

A FUTURE
AND A HOPE
You will seek Me and find Me,
when you search for Me with all your heart.
Jeremiah 29:13
How wonderful it is that we serve the God who can be found.
Who wants to be searched for. Who tells His people, “Search for
Me with all your heart.” He promises in the same breath, “You will
find Me.” God is not hiding from you, not withholding your hope
or your future (Jer. 29:11), but He does want you to search.
Having three kids ages five and under often means important
things get lost. The urgency in which we approach the search
usually depends on the seeker’s level of desire that the item be
found. Can we distract the toddler with a different race car than
the one he bought yesterday? Will our youngest be pacified with
a snack?
But the search is different when time limits and real need create
urgency. Lose a shoe when it’s time to leave? Lose the keys and
your appointment is in 30 minutes? In those times, finding is vitally
important.
Seeking is not passive. It’s active. Looking for something requires
moving other objects out of the way, retracing our steps, staying
focused, and often, getting others to help in the search!
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Seek Him. Rearrange your schedule. Cut out the distractions.
Have a plan. Join others.
The hope and future we search for by our own means will not
be achieved when we reach greener pastures, longed-for child
landmarks of independence, or another financial milestone
of higher prosperity. The hope and future our hearts desire lie
ultimately in HIM. Seek Me. And find hope. Seek Me. Find your
future. I will be found by you.
Is your seeking active or passive?
What distractions can you remove to seek
Him faithfully “with all your heart”?
Are you looking for “a hope and a future” apart from Him?
Father, thank you for the invitation to seek you. Give me urgency
as I look for You. Give me a hunger for Your Word. Let my hope
and my future be You. I want to search for You with all my heart.

– KENNAN BUCKNER –
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DAY 17

ACTIVE FAITH
Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock,
and it will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives,
and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened.
Matthew 7:7-8
As we began this Advent journey together a few weeks ago the
intention was to calibrate our focus solely on Jesus.To order our
disordered thoughts and agendas to look more and more like
what He would desire for us. That necessarily required us to cease
our “fighting against the goads” as Jesus reprimanded Saul. Our
first action in this process is often a period of inaction.
When we have allowed the noise to cease, and we have been
reminded of that beautiful voice of the savior, we can set our
energies on the journey. You have felt it before, haven’t you?
Once you attain a clarity of purpose that only comes from Jesus,
there is a supernatural zeal that follows. Matthew reminds us of
ways that we can go about our task. Ask questions, ask for help,
ask for mercy. Once you have that ongoing dialogue with Jesus,
he will remind you that this was his intention all along.
Seek for ways to serve. Seek Jesus in everything around you. Seek
out opportunities to share your vision. Ours is not a passive faith.
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Knock down the fears that stand in your way. Knock on doors you
thought were once closed to you. With Jesus at your side, you
have gained a perspective that intends to change the hearts of
all men.
Have you heard a word from the Lord?
Are you actively Asking, Seeking, and Knocking?
Have you seen this type of active faith in your life before?
Perhaps you had it or you witnessed someone having it, is this
something you desire for yourself?
Lord, you have called us to quiet our hearts and minds. We want
yours to be the only voice we hear. We also know that you have
a purpose and a plan for each of us. Help us to move from a
passive to an active faith that seeks opportunities to serve where
you have called us. Give us boldness, Jesus, and help us to give
you the glory you deserve. Amen
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DAY 18

“IF MY PEOPLE....”
...and if My people who are called by My name humble
themselves and pray and seek My face and turn
from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven,
will forgive their sin and will heal their land.
2 Chronicles 7:14
“If” is such a minuscule word but has eternal significance. God
has granted us free will and that is where “if” becomes so
important. Never feel like you are defeated by free will because
of your human inclinations, there is hope. Listen to what Spurgeon
says about free will…“Perfect freedom yet sacredly guided by the
Holy Spirit.” Our scripture today reveals our partnership with the
Almighty.
Solomon had cried out to the Lord and this was
God’s answer…
“IF my people will” (trust & obey)
- Respect my name & call
- Will become humble servants
- Pray believing
- Seek me alone as their God
- Repent of their evil attitudes & actions
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Then I will…(bless my people)
- Erase & forget their sin
- Restore covenant relationship
Can you imagine almighty God calling your family this advent
“My People”? His desire & good pleasure awaits your response.
Become a life giving “House of prayer for all ethnic peoples
gathered together as one.”
Oh Lord, teach us to pray, forgive, & repent and make us your
shining stars in a dim world. Please transform our “if” to “done”…
Thank you Lord Jesus!

– MIKE BARRERA –
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DAY 19

SEEKING DAILY
“Seek the Lord and His strength; seek His presence continually!”
1 Chronicles 16:11
We have recently been thinking about how we use the internet,
our phones, etc. For many, the internet is a vehicle of vanity or
boredom. For others, it is an echo chamber to hear other voices
repeat their shared opinions. We are flooded with information in
our world today. Some true, some false or somewhere in between
the two.
With the lockdowns and fear that we have experienced this
year, much of the world has turned online for reassurance and
guidance. This has caused a radical, unprecedented increase
of hate, depression, isolation and many other mental health
problems. We have all seen brothers and sisters in Christ turn to
causes and worldly behaviors rather than turning to our Lord.
The only real truth is that which is provided to us by God through
His written word and His direct involvement in our lives.
During King David’s life he experienced many conflicts and saw
a lot of heartache. But one thing he continually strove towards
was the pursuit of God in worship. Worship may not have the
appearance of physical activity, but true worship is a full devotion
of heart, mind and body towards God. We may not be able to
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accomplish the immediate visible world changes we wish to see,
but we can accomplish God’s instruction - worship, by seeking
Him daily.
In specific practical terms, how can I spend more time with
God and seeking Him, rather than on the internet? Is the fruit
of the Spirit more evident in me when I spend time online, or
when I spend time in prayer? When I see friends turn to a worldly
movement, do I care more about their political leaning than I do
about their walk with God?
Father, though the world seems to be falling apart around us, it is
under Your control. You judge all things rightly. Grant us wisdom to
divide truth from opinion rightly. Bless us with discernment.
Guard our hearts and minds against the old enticement to
believe a lie simply because it is beautifully told. Let us judge our
own motives. Make us more empathetic Christ-bearers.
Help us to seek You. Amen.

– JAKE & JAIMEE TAYLOR –
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DAY 20

“JOY OF EVERY
LONGING HEART”
“Seek the Lord while He may be found;
Call upon Him while He is near.
Let the wicked forsake his way and the
unrighteous man his thoughts;
and let him return to the Lord,
and He will have compassion on him,
and to our God, for He will abundantly pardon.”
Isaiah 55: 6-7
As I pondered these verses and prayed over them, God softly
whispered the line in the title above from my favorite Advent
hymn, “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” into my mind. We
were created with longing hearts, so that we might be directed
to seek out the Lord. Many of us attempt to fulfill this yearning
with such worldly objectives as wealth, renown, career success,
or even the love and acknowledgement of another human
being. There is nothing inherently wrong with worldly measures
of success. However, this year many of us have discovered
their insufficiency as the objects of our hearts’ desires, as we
have watched them crumble when tested by a pandemic and
political warfare. When we seek to fulfill the longing of our hearts
with these earthly gains, we will inevitably draw short of the joy
that can only be found in Jesus Christ. If we become consumed
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with the world’s treasures, we are electing to pursue temporary
gratification over an opportunity of eternal significance.
Wherever you may find yourself during this season of holy tension
and anticipation, seek God and His mercy with an eager
assurance of the joy He will bring to your longing heart.
1. What am I seeking after today that cannot replace
the joy that comes from Christ alone?
2. Am I prepared to seek forgiveness for unrighteous thoughts
or habits that may be obstructing my ability to turn
fully toward the Lord?
Heavenly Father, I repent of my sinful ways and my unrighteous
thoughts. Please extend Your abundant compassion and forgive
me for allowing such things to separate me from You. Prepare
me, this Advent Season, to lay aside these obstructions and to
seek You with undivided attention, and to know the true joy that
only You can bring to my longing heart. Amen.

– ANDREA HENDERSON –
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DAY 21

PRONE TO WANDER
With all my heart I have sought You;
Do not let me wander from Your commandments.
Psalm 119:10
There is a tension in this verse. It is a tension between our bestlaid plans and our inevitable failures. We declare our intention
to pray and seek God, only to find ourselves, perhaps moments
later, distracted and unfocused. As one of my favorite hymns
puts it, “prone to wander, Lord, I feel it.” The psalmist urges us
to seek God with all of our heart. For the Jews, this includes our
thoughts, desires, intentions, attitudes, and emotions. All of these
things ought to be directed toward God when we approach Him,
whether in prayer, study, or worship.
But the tension goes deeper. There are two ways that we can
wander: we can wander on our way to God, or we can wander
on our way from God. The psalmist recognizes that even if
we succeed in seeking God with our whole heart, we can still
fail to do what He says. We must conduct our search with the
expectation that God will answer and that He will ask us to do
something specific. Once we have found God and paused long
enough to listen to Him, He will likely say, “Now go and love your
neighbor” or “repent.” If, in prayer, the Holy Spirit convicts you
of a particular sin, you should not speed up your prayer or make
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excuses or reach for your phone. Instead, stop then and there
and repent. Do not let those little distractions get in the way of
obeying the Lord’s commandments.
1. What aspect of your heart (thoughts, desires, attitudes, etc.)
do you need to reorient and refocus toward God?
2. What things distract you from seeking God and doing
what He tells you to do?
God, grant me the focus to seek you with my whole heart, the
patience to hear your voice, and the diligence to carry out your
commands. Deliver me from distractions, and keep my feet from
wandering off the path you have set for me. Through the power
and grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

– ALEX MARKOS –
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PREPARE
A voice is calling, “Clear the way for the
LORD in the wilderness; make smooth
in the desert a highway for our God.
“Let every valley be lifted up, and every
mountain and hill be made low; and let
the rough ground become a plain, and
the rugged terrain a broad valley; then
the glory of the LORD will be revealed,
and all flesh will see it together;
for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”
• Isaiah 40:3-5 •

PREPARE

FAMILY DEVOTIONAL
Talk together about the last time your family hosted somebody
else at your home or let someone stay with you. What were the
good things? What were the not-so-good things? I love having
people stay at our house because the time is usually filled with
laughter and fun. Now, in thinking about that same visit to your
house, what things did your family do to prepare for that special
guest to come? Usually, we all have a list of things that need
to get done before a guest comes to stay with us. Whether it is
cleaning the house, changing linens, mowing the grass, grocery
shopping, or even getting a haircut, we all do things to prepare.
Preparing can take a long time, or it can be a short endeavor,
but the work is usually done with the same goal. We want to
be as “ready” for that special guest to come and be with us as
possible, so we do whatever is necessary to be sure that we are
“ready.” In the same way, God has called us to be certain that
we are “ready” for when Jesus comes back. He wants our hearts
to be fully invested in Him and excited for Jesus in much the same
way as we get ready for a special guest in our home. So, if Jesus
is the most special guest that we’ll ever get ready for, how are
you getting prepared for Him?
FAMILY ACTIVITY
Make a dinner together, as a family, that gives everyone a job
or way to prepare something for the meal. As you prepare all of
the ingredients and begin cooking the meal, talk about ways
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that you can prepare to celebrate the birth of Jesus as a family
and how you can prepare in your family life for His coming again.
Then, talk about the discussion questions below!
FAMILY DISCUSSION
Younger Kids
• What are some ways that you think we can get ready
to celebrate Jesus?
• Can you name some things that take our attention
away from Jesus during Christmas?
• How can you remind yourself to get ready for Jesus and to
focus on Him during this season of Advent?
Older Kids and Youth
• How can we prepare our hearts for Jesus?
What does that mean for you?
• Is there anything in your life that keeps you from
focusing on Jesus?
• John the Baptist was a messenger of God and helped prepare
the way for Jesus to come before (Matthew 3). How can you
be a messenger of Jesus’ coming again in your life?
FAMILY PRAYER
Lord, you are great and mighty. You know all things before they
happen. We praise you for having a plan from the very beginning
to rescue us by sending Jesus to die on the cross for our sins. Help
us as we prepare our hearts for Jesus’ return. Show us the ways in
which we need to follow you more closely in our own family. We
prepare our hearts for you. Amen.

– JIMMY GUNN –

ASSOCIATE PASTOR, PRESCHOOL & ELEMENTARY
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DAY 22

BE PREPARED
But sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to
make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for
the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence;
1 Peter 3:15
Be Prepared is the motto of the Boy Scouts. I was a scout for a
brief time. I really liked getting merit badges and patches to show
off my adventures. In the spirit of true confession, I wasn’t a good
scout. I did not progress very far. I was never prepared! The knot
tying skills always eluded me, not because they were particularly
difficult, but simply because I didn’t practice tying them.
Whenever I went before the council it was always apparent that I
was unprepared when called upon.
Our faith journey cannot be like my scouting story. In order to
follow the charge given by the Apostle Peter we must be ready.
You never know when you will have an opportunity to give an
accounting of your faith. Why just today my pest control guy
asked me if I knew what Jesus’ first miracle was! Don’t worry, I
passed the test. But there is a significant difference in the amount
of preparation that I have given to spending time with the Lord
and learning to tie knots.
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There are other things in my life that I have studied and spent a
great deal of time learning that I could speak about with some
authority. That’s the way of our passions, isn’t it?
What are some areas of your life that you could speak with
confidence about with little preparation?
How does your zeal for studying scripture, spending time in prayer,
and listening to the Lord compare?
Lord, please help us to be ready to give an account of our love
for you, and for the hope found only in the gospel. Forgive us
for putting other pursuits before you. Help us also to align the
passions and desires into further opportunities to share your love
with others as we recognize you are Lord over all creation. Amen
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DAY 23

PLAN AHEAD
Prepare your work outside; Get everything ready for yourself
in the field, And after that build your house.
Proverbs 24:27
Is Solomon telling us to prepare our fields and then build a house?
Or is this more of an admonition to prepare our hearts and minds
before planning and performing any task? I believe he is using
the analogy of preparing the fields to let us know God wants us
to prepare by planning and praying about each meaningful task
we must perform.
Building a house, marrying, and rearing a family all require us to
plan ahead and make sure we have the will and resources to
accomplish the task.
What does this mean as we prepare for Advent?
So many things compete for our attention, but the most essential
thing is preparing our hearts for Christ. Father help us discern
those tasks we ought to do and help us diligently serve you.
Amen.

– ED SCHUETZE –
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DAY 24

ALERT
“Keep alert at all times. And pray that you
might be strong enough to escape these
coming horrors and stand before the Son of Man.”
Luke 21:36
Alertness is not one of those qualities that is typically commended
to us, either as a virtue or a fruit of the Spirit, in our pursuit of a
life that is more like Christ. Perhaps this is because alertness is less
about being like him, and more about being useful to him – as
a full partner who is fully engaged in the spiritual battle being
waged all around us.
In the previous verse, we are admonished to shun those
indulgences that would sideline us from this battle; “Watch out!
Don’t let your hearts be dulled by carousing and drunkenness,
and by the worries of this life.”
A timely reminder to those of us who may not struggle with
carousing and drunkenness, that anxiety can be an equally
effective tool in the hands of an Enemy who would see us turned
aside and removed from the field of battle just when we need
most to be fully engaged.
Lord, help me to trust in you and to draw strength from your Word
and the fellowship of others when the anxieties that beset me
would dull my heart and threaten to sideline me from this battle.

64

And what are we to make of our Lord’s encouragement to pray
that we might be strong enough to “escape” the horrors that
lie ahead? The larger context of this passage suggests that we
should not imagine the kind of escape that involves running
away, or being spared from the battle, but, rather, the kind of
escape that is only achieved by fully engaging in the battle
and coming out on the other side. Then we will be able to stand
before the Son of Man, who himself escaped the power of the
grave, not by avoiding it, but by coming out victorious on the
other side. The former requires no strength at all, while the latter
requires a strength that our Lord promises to give us if we ask him.
As I await his coming, what are the spiritual disciplines that will
help me to maintain an active stance of readiness and alertness,
focused and fully engaged in the work of his kingdom? Am I
trying to tough this out on my own, or, even in the midst of a
global pandemic, am I walking in community as a full partner
with my Lord and with the brothers and sisters he has placed in
my life?
Lord, give me strength to escape the trials that lie ahead, not by
avoiding them, but by being one of those who fully engages in
the battle and, by your grace, comes out on the other side.

– PAUL TUCKER –
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DAY 25

HIS PLACE
Therefore be on the alert, for you do not know which day
your Lord is coming. But be sure of this,
that if the head of the house had known
at what time of the night the thief was coming,
he would have been on the alert and would
not have allowed his house to be broken into.
For this reason you also must be ready; for the Son of Man
is coming at an hour when you do not think He will.
Matthew 24:42-44
As a child, I waited and prepared for Christmas Day. I counted
the days. Now, my attention has turned to preparation, not for
a commemoration, but for His Coming in Glory. I don’t know the
day count, but chapters 24 and 25 of Matthew record Christ’s call
to urgent preparation. Both chapters are helpful reading for these
days.
How do we prepare for His Coming? There is no checklist to guide
our actions. Some would recommend that we just do the best
we can to live in obedience to God’s Word as we understand
it. That was the same failed formula the Pharisees used in their
preparation. I have come to the realization that our preparation is
not something we do at all. Our preparation is simply Who He Is in
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us, right now!
Christ told us in John 14 that He goes to prepare a place for us.
For years, I thought He was doing that out there somewhere. I
even wondered why it was taking Him so long. Instead, He is truly
doing the work right here. We are the reason for the delay. He is
preparing a place for me by preparing me as His Place.
1. What is the fundamental rejection criterion Christ declares
to those denied entrance to the Kingdom of Heaven?
(See Matthew 7:21-23.)
2. What do you suppose provides protection in these days from
the many false prophets mentioned by Christ in
Matthew 24:11?
(This is a trick question. Our protection is not
provided by a “what” but by a “Who”!)
Thank you, Lord Jesus for offering to abide in us and inviting us
to abide in You, right now. Move in us freely, Lord, to accomplish
Your great Salvation Purpose in these days of waiting. Prepare us
for Your Coming Presence in Glory by Your Personal Presence in us
now. Indeed, Lord Jesus, do come quickly!

– JIM RADDIN –
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DAY 26

PREPARATION
A voice is calling, “Clear the way for the LORD in the wilderness;
make smooth in the desert a highway for our God. “Let every
valley be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; and
let the rough ground become a plain, and the rugged terrain a
broad valley; then the glory of the LORD will be revealed, and all
flesh will see it together; for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”
Isaiah 40:3-5
There are missionaries working in some of the remotest parts
of the world. One of the lifelines these faithful servants have
are the missionary bush pilots whose ministry is to provide a
connection for these missionaries to the outside world. Before
the pilots can fly into an area, they must first make preparations.
They must clear jungles, remove trees, level rough ground, and
provide stable zones for airplanes to land. Many landing strips
are very primitive lanes carved out of thick forests and steep
mountainsides. Careful preparations are essential for safe and
crash-free landings.
This mental picture of a landing strip is what comes to mind when
I read this passage in Isaiah. Make smooth where it is rough…
make high where it is low…make low where it is high…the goal is
for a smooth, level ground where it is easy to traverse. A highway
is much easier to travel than a mountain trail.
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Isaiah says the glory of God will be revealed soon and we must
make preparations. Proclaim the coming of the Lord…let people
know the good news…prepare hearts to receive God among
them! Jesus Christ came just as Isaiah prophesied but the people
were not ready.
He’s coming again…will you be ready when He does?
Are you making preparations in your heart to receive Him?
Will you tell others of His coming?
Lord, teach us to make preparation for the coming Savior. As
Isaiah admonished the world to prepare for the coming Child,
teach us to proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ to a waiting
world. You received glory through the coming of Christ…glorify
Your Name as He comes again. Be glorified in our lives. In Jesus’
Name, Amen.

– LARRY SOAPE –

ASSOCIATE PASTOR, SUNDAY SCHOOL,
MEDIAN AND SENIOR ADULTS, AND MISSION
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CHRISTMAS
And she gave birth to her firstborn son;
and she wrapped Him in cloths,
and laid Him in a manger,

because there was no room
for them in the inn.
• Luke 2:4-7 •

CHRISTMAS

FAMILY DEVOTIONAL
Have someone in your family read John 3:16 and Romans 8:3139. No, these are not sections of verses that we normally read
on Christmas day, but they are important nonetheless. Today,
on Christmas, we celebrate the love of God – how deep, wide,
far-reaching, all-encompassing, great, passionate, and wonderful
it is! These verses in Romans remind us of why Jesus came. Jesus
came to live a perfect, sinless life and to take the punishment
of death that we all earn and deserve for our sin. He did this
because He loves us. He did this because God loves us.
Can anything separate us from the love of God? These verses
remind us, very emphatically, that there is not a single thing in all
of creation (whether seen or unseen, known or unknown) that
can stop God’s love for us. He loves us so immensely that He gave
us Jesus. This is the whole reason that we celebrate Christmas.
We were given the gift of Jesus because of our heavenly Father’s
unstoppable love for His people.
As you open gifts today or celebrate in your family’s special
ways, talk about the love that God shows us. How does it affect
our relationship with each other? How should it affect our
relationships with each other? We can’t, and won’t ever, love
each other perfectly. However, that is where we see how great
the Father’s love is for us. God will always love us perfectly. Let’s
celebrate, together, how much God loves by sharing that love
with people we know.
May the Lord bless you and keep you!
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FAMILY ACTIVITY
As you open gifts for Christmas, think of one way to show God’s
love to a friend, neighbor, or family member. Try making a list
of ways to show love for each gift your family opens. After
you’ve opened all of your gifts, take a look at all the ways you
brainstormed to show love to others. Then, take time to follow
through on your list over the days after Christmas. Each time you
show love to others, thank God for showing us love, and share
with that person why you are showing them love.
FAMILY DISCUSSION
Younger Kids
• Why do we celebrate Christmas?
• What makes Jesus’ birth different from any other baby’s birth?
• Why was Jesus born?
Older Kids and Youth
• Why was Jesus born?
• Do you think you could ever do something so bad or be so far
away from God that He won’t love you? Why or why not?
• Who can you show and share the love of God
with during the next year?
FAMILY PRAYER
Father, thank you for Jesus. Thank you for sending Him to take our
punishment and show us just how much you love us. You are so
good to us. Help us to share your love with everyone that we can.
We celebrate your love for us today and every day. Amen.

– JIMMY GUNN –

ASSOCIATE PASTOR, PRESCHOOL & ELEMENTARY
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DAY 27

THE DAYS WERE
COMPLETED
Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the city of Nazareth, to
Judea, to the city of David which is called Bethlehem, because he
was of the house and family of David, in order to register along with
Mary, who was engaged to him, and was with child. While they were
there, the days were completed for her to give birth. And she gave
birth to her firstborn son; and she wrapped Him in cloths, and laid
Him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.
Luke 2:4-7
Joseph and Mary had to wait nine months for God’s promise to
them to be fulfilled, but others had waited much longer for this
same promise. Israel had waited on this birth for centuries while
listening to prophets proclaim a coming King. Humanity had
waited on this birth from the first moment we set foot out of the
garden and realized the gravity of our mistake. There, beyond
the angel guards holding flaming swords, the clock began to tick
toward Luke 2:6 when all of time would be reset at the birth of our
Messiah.
Waiting on God is a common theme in Scripture,
you read it over 20 times in the Psalms alone:
Rest in the Lord and wait patiently for Him; Do not fret because
of him who prospers in his way, Because of the man who carries
out wicked schemes (Psalm 37:7). Though the command to wait
may cause our mind to fret, we are always best served to wait on

74

God’s timing. Like David waiting on the throne (2 Samuel 5:2) or
Paul waiting three days for his eyesight to be restored (Acts 9:9)
God refines us in essential ways while waiting. We sometimes
think of the waiting as unnecessary or a form of punishment
forgetting that the promises of God always come at the perfect
time. If you will wait on the Lord the promises of God will be
completed exactly when they need to be.
1. Do you have impatience you need to repent of?
2. How has the Lord grown you in waiting?
May God give you the endurance to wait upon His perfect
timing, showing you His purposes along the way so that your love
for the Lord may be deepened and your well of patience filled as
you experience Him in the meantime. Amen.

– CHRIS JOHNSON –
SENIOR PASTOR

75

DAY 28

FEAR AND JOY
“An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord
shone all around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said
to them, ‘Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause
great joy for all the people.’”
Luke 2:9-10
Think about the word fear for a moment. What images and
thoughts come to your mind? Fear of rejection? Fear of missing
a work deadline? Fear of an accident happening to someone in
your family? Fear of failing a test at school? Fear of losing a job
or source of income? The list could go on and on. As sinners, we
have a natural bent towards fear.
The words of the angel to the shepherds to “Do not be afraid”
remind us that Jesus came to conquer the ultimate fear – fear of
death. Though ours fears sometimes have merit, Jesus came to
the world to remind us that God casts away fear because He is
good. God is ruling this world for the good of His children.
After the angel reminds the shepherds to not be afraid, he tells
them that the good news he has will cause great joy for all
people. The fear of death will be replaced by great joy as Jesus
conquers death. So, if Jesus can conquer the worst fear for many
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of us, then surely God doesn’t want us to fear the smaller things
in life. You can believe God’s promises. You can trust that He is
working all things for His glory and our good.
As you prepare your hearts during this season, search your heart
for where fears have taken root. Where can God replace your
fear with joy?
What keeps you from trusting Him?
Father, we praise You for sending Jesus to defeat sin and death,
and to humbly take the punishment for our sin. There is no one
like You that rules the world with righteousness and graciously
loves how You love. Thank You for this season as we look forward
to the celebration of Jesus’ birth and His eventual return. Remind
us daily of Your goodness and the joy that only You can bring.
Show us the ways that fear has taken place in our hearts. Fill us
with Your Spirit and cast away any fear we might harbor. In Jesus’
name, amen.

– JIMMY GUNN –

ASSOCIATE PASTOR, PRESCHOOL & ELEMENTARY
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DAY 29

LET US GO AND SEE!
And suddenly there appeared with the angel
a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying,
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among
men with whom He is pleased.” When the angels had gone
away from them into heaven, the shepherds began saying to
one another, “Let us go straight to Bethlehem then, and see this
thingthat has happened which the Lord has made known to us.”
Luke 2:13-15
So…you’re a shepherd, doing what shepherds do, tending to
your flock at night, and not only does an angel appear, but “a
multitude of heavenly host” join in and begin to praise God, right
in front of you. This would have been more visually stimulating
than any Pink Floyd/Disney World laser light show you’ve ever
seen in your life. I can’t even begin to think of the harmonic range
this group of angels would be able to attain. It most definitely
was a supernatural experience. The only thing that makes this
moment even more magnificent is the message they brought;
The Messiah is Here!
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What would your reaction to something like this have been?
Would your first thought be, let us go and see! Believing without a
doubt what you would find in Bethlehem?
Or would you have taken some time to discuss what just
happened and plan what you would do next?
King of the Universe, I pray your people are prepared in spirit to
recognize you each time you make yourself known. Allow us to
always be ready to say, Let Us Go and See!

– MIKEL ALLEN –

DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS
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DAY 30

“JESUS IS THE TREASURE”
So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby,
who was lying in the manger. When they had seen him,
they spread the word concerning what had been told them
about this child, and all who heard it were amazed at what the
shepherds said to them. But Mary treasured up all these things
and pondered them in her heart.
Luke 2:16-19
The shepherds were excited to see the newborn King Jesus. They
likely ran and left their sheep behind in the fields. You should ask
yourself, “when was the last time I was excited about Jesus?” We
are visited by angels every week in the form of choir members
and church leaders. You have heard song after song heralding
the “Good News of Great Joy for all people” and are you
unaffected by it? Has the Good News of Jesus Christ changed
you? You hear the message preached, but do you really listen
and “ponder these things in your heart?”
Maybe we are too distracted by worldly news and treasures that
will rust and decay. Do you want to see Jesus, really run after Him
and leave everything to follow Him?
Only when you give Him your heart like the shepherds did, will you
start to evangelize and spread the word to everyone.
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Jesus is The Treasure that is supposed to be shared! Don’t keep
Him to yourself. People will be amazed by what you say to them.
Hurry! Don’t wait! Today open your mouth to sing and to share
the message that Jesus has come to bring Peace on Earth and
reconcile people to God.
Do you tend to keep God’s Good News to yourself or do you
“spread the Word”? Why or why not?
Are you willing to leave everything (leave your sheep) and follow
Jesus wholeheartedly? What do you value more?
Ask what it means to “treasure up all these things in your heart”
and then go do it. Spend at least 15 minutes doing this.
King Jesus help me to learn what it means to worship You like the
humble shepherds did. Forgive me for the attachments I have in
this world that prevent me from giving you my whole heart. Help
me to let those things go. Forgive me for worshipping other gods.
Help me to spread the Good News of Jesus to everyone around
me. Give me urgency like the shepherds who hurried off to find
the newborn King. I love You and I praise You. I desire to see You
in Your glory!

– BYRON PITTS –

MINISTER, COMMUNITY MISSIONS & EVANGELISM
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DAY 31

LUKE 2:20
The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God
for all the things they had heard and seen,
which were just as they had been told.
Luke 2:20
You can bet the shepherds had plenty to talk about that
night! What began as a normal evening ended up as the most
transformative of their lives. But how did the evening end up
for them? They returned to their sheep. Make no mistake when
you have an encounter with Jesus, you will be changed. Your
outlook, your heart, your hope will forevermore be defined by
that meeting with Jesus. What we often expect, however, is for
him to change our circumstances too. What if he doesn’t? What if
where you are is exactly where he has called you to be, can you
continue to exist there with your new-found reality? The shepherds
were a humble lot, and theirs was a lowly calling. When they
encountered the incarnate Christ, they were changed, and then
sent back to their homes and hills to begin the work of telling
others what they had experienced. It is as simple as that. Have
you met Jesus? Go home, sing His praise, tell everyone you can,
and begin to change the world around you.

82

Have you been asking God to change your circumstances, or
have you been asking Him to use you in the circumstances where
He placed you?
Do those around you (friends, family, co-workers) know of your
love for Jesus?
Jesus, thank you for coming to meet me where I am. Thank you
for changing my path from sin and destruction to hope and
new life. Please help me to see the world around me as an
opportunity to share this great news, and may I have the same
zeal the shepherds had after spending time with you. Amen

– AARON HUFTY –

ASSOCIATE PASTOR, WORSHIP AND MUSIC
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DAY 32

PERFECT UNION
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God.
John 1:1-2
When you were young did you ever ask your mom for something
after your dad had told you no for the very same request? It’s a
pretty common tactic in our household with our girls. It’s made
worse when you can hear the entire conversation from the other
room with my wife, and then watch them march to you in hopes
for a different outcome. We’ve all been there at some point. This
scenario plays out in homes every day, but also in the workplace.
One manager may be more sympathetic to your requests, and
so you know who to ask. At home we call it pitting one parent
against another. What our kids don’t realize is that mom and dad
talk. As best we can we try to present a united front to our kids. It
doesn’t serve them well to have them manipulate our relationship
in order to get their way.
This is one of the reasons this passage is so powerful. From the
beginning of his gospel, John sets the tone for the absolute
divinity of Jesus. He demonstrates the perfect union that exists
between God the Father and God the Son. Therefore, anything
that follows from the mouth of Jesus should be weighed the same
as one would expect from the Father.
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In our home this unity helps us raise our children. It gives them an
understanding that we speak with one heart. In your walk with
Jesus it clearly demonstrates the absolute authority he had when
he was fully man. You can trust the words of Jesus. They are the
words of the Father.
Examine for a moment the divine relationship of the Father and
the Son; what reassurance does that union give your faith walk?
How does this understanding shape how you hear the voice of
God in the Old Testament? Do you hear the voice of Jesus as
well?
Dear Lord, help us to listen to your voice and submit. Too often
we hear and do not heed. We trust you, help us to trust you more
fully. We long to follow you, help us to do so more willingly. We
love you, help us to love you without reservation. Amen
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DAY 33

THE SOURCE OF LIGHT
“All things were made through him,
and without him was not any thing made
that was made. In him was life,
and the life was the light of men.
The light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness has not overcome it.”
John 1:3-5
In the beginning, the triune God created all things. Darkness
prevailed but the Son who has a partner with Father in the
creation of our world was there to provide life and with life came
light — not just the light for our physical world but light in the
redeemed hearts of men. Jesus our Savior existed before the
beginning of time, but His real impact upon our world came after
the creation, when He came to walk among us. He is the light of
the world. The life that he provides to mankind provides light in
the hearts and lives of those who are willing to receive that life.
The darkness of our world tried to snuff out the light He provided.
However, there is no darkness so dark that it does not yield to the
least amount of light. The darkness can not quench the light that
our Savior provides in the hearts of men. Day by day we need to
remember that the life we have comes through our relationship
with Jesus Christ. Day by day we need to share that life and light
with the rest of the world. Everywhere we go, we should radiate
the light that is provided for men through the life that comes from
a relationship with Jesus Christ.

86

1. Does my life radiate and communicate the light of Christ to
the people with whom I come in contact every day?
2. Am I tempted to let the darkness of our troubled world
minimize the light that I radiate for Christ?
Father thank you for the eternal nature of Jesus your son. Thank
you for the life that He provides in my life and the opportunity I
have to share that light with the world around me. Lord do not
allow me to forget the source of my life and light in your Son
Jesus. Daily remind me through the presence of your Holy Spirit
that all I have comes from Him. Empower me to let my light shine
to dispel the darkness in our world. Amen.

– WAYNE WILLIAMS –

MINISTER, INTERNATIONAL ASIAN MINISTRIES
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DAY 34

PREPARATION
“There was the true Light which, coming into the world, enlightens
every man. He was in the world, and the world was made through
Him, and the world did not know Him. He came to His own,
and those who were His own did not receive Him. But as many as
received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of
God, even to those who believe in His name,who were born, not
of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.”
John 1:9-13
Jesus has been living and breathing on the earth for 30 years.
The time has come for Him to begin His earthly ministry. John
paints a very realistic and honest assessment of the reception
and recognition that Jesus had… small. Verse 10 is a scathing
indictment of the people near and present with Jesus. They
missed it. They should have known to be looking and listening
for the work of God and promise to them. Jesus came to His
own. Leon Morris says, “The Word did not go where He could not
have expected to be known. He came home, where the people
should have known Him”. By and large, there was an indifference
to the presence of the Word. Much like today’s culture, right?
The busyness, distractions, and stresses of the holiday season for
many, overshadow the hope and joy the Light came to provide
in the human heart. And many this Christmas season will yet
again, miss Him- maybe not just from rejection or defiance, but
from indifference or apathy. The cost is the same. Emptiness.
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Isolation. Darkness. Death. However, there is good news! Some
did receive and believe. Some will receive and believe. If His
promises are true, He is with us! He is alive! He is near!
This Christmas season: Will you search for Him? Will you beg Him
to draw near? Will you regularly read the advent scriptures in this
book? Will you pray with hope and joy? Will you welcome the
Light and Word into your heart and home?
The conclusion of God’s coming to earth is not the tragedy of
rejection, but rather the grace of acceptance. Will you find and
receive that grace and gift this season?
“Lord give us grace to find and know You. We confess our apathy
and busyness. Help us know and love you more deeply during
this season in which we should praise You for having kept Your
promise and sent the true Light into the world. We thank You for
Jesus and for the salvation from our sin that He provides!” Amen

– SCOTT LANE –
EXECUTIVE PASTOR, MINISTRY

89

DAY 35

DWELLING
“The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.
We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son,
who came from the Father, full of grace and truth”
John 1:14
Jesus was called Immanuel, meaning: God with us. Often, I feel
that we are distracted from this truth. The God of all creation,
the One who made each and everyone one of us, came to
us. However, this is not just a history lesson. Do not only read
scripture as an ancient account of what happened. Instead,
challenge yourself to read it as a testimony to our present reality.
The Immanuel is still with us. The same Jesus that died on a cross
two thousand years ago is the same Jesus whose Spirit is dwelling
inside you today.
As Christians, our calling is not only to believe in the Son, but to
show His glory with our lives. He established His dwelling in the
Son, now we are to go and further the Kingdom with the help of
the Spirit. We are part of an on-going story that spans the history
of the universe: God establishing His perfect, eternal kingdom on
Earth.
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How can you be more proactive in seeking out God’s presence?
When do you feel most that God is truly with you? Why?
What does it look like for you to participate in
God’s kingdom today?
Lord, help me to see that reality changed two thousand years
ago because of you. Open my eyes to your Glory. Help me
to focus on you. Work through me Lord. Soften my heart to
the things that concern you. I ask forgiveness for the hardness
that remains in my heart. May you renew my strength for your
eternal glory. Thank you for acting on my behalf Lord. Thank
you for dwelling with and in me. I pray that I may be a part in
establishing your kingdom dwelling on Earth. Open my eyes to the
opportunities you present, Lord. Amen.

– JOSH TRICE –

ASSOCIATE MINISTER, COLLEGE
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WISE MEN
After this interview the wise men went their way.
And the star they had seen in the east guided
them to Bethlehem. It went ahead of them and
stopped over the place where the child was.
When they saw the star, they were filled with
joy! They entered the house and saw the child
with his mother, Mary, and they bowed down
and worshiped him. Then they opened their
treasure chests and gave him gifts of gold,
frankincense, and myrrh. When it was time to
leave, they returned to their own country by
another route, for God had warned them in a
dream not to return to Herod.
• Matthew 2:9-12 •

WISE MEN

FAMILY DEVOTIONAL
I absolutely love long road trips. I enjoy driving through new
(or old) places to see all that there is to see on our way to our
destination. Trips for me mean good snacks, fun games, and new
memories to make. Our family, like many, many others, is usually
on the road for Christmas and these trips are good reminders of
the first Christmas road trip made over 2,000 years ago.
Read Matthew 2:1-12 together.
Wise men from lands east of Bethlehem made their long journey
to visit Jesus after His birth. We don’t know how long they
traveled, how they got there, how many people came to visit
Jesus, or even how old Jesus was when they arrived (though
Scriptures do indicate that Jesus may have been around two
years old).
But we do know that they followed a star. This was no ordinary
star. It was a star that God placed in the heavens to guide the
wise men to Jesus. We also know they had scripture that pointed
them in the way they needed to go to find the newborn King.
God gave them the direction they needed to find the Savior, no
matter how far away they were when they started their journey.
God does the same for us, too. He points us to Himself every day
in many ways. He doesn’t make it hard to find Him or to find His
truth. We just have to listen and follow Him. So, as you travel this
Christmas, or the next time you do some traveling, think about

94

how God guided the wise men to find Jesus on their journey. How
is He guiding you in your life right now?
FAMILY ACTIVITY
Go outside at nighttime and get ready to do some star gazing.
As you look up into the night sky, talk about the wise men and the
journey that they went on. See who can find the brightest stars
or who can name the most constellations. Discuss what the wise
men might have gone through and the joy they felt in finding
Jesus after their journey.
FAMILY DISCUSSION
Younger Kids
• How did God help the wise men find Jesus?
• Why do you think the wise men came to visit Jesus?
• God helped the wise men know what to do. How does God
help us know what to do?
Older Kids and Youth
• How do you listen to God’s guidance in your life?
• Why do you think the wise men came from so far away to visit
Jesus and worship Him?
• How can you actively pursue Jesus in your life right now?
FAMILY PRAYER
Father, thank you for guiding us. Thank you for helping us know
how to follow you and how to find you. We praise you for sending
Jesus to save us and giving us hope. Help us to seek you in our
family and to listen to your direction. Continue to guide us in all
that we do. We look to you in our family. Amen!

– JIMMY GUNN –

ASSOCIATE PASTOR, PRESCHOOL & ELEMENTARY
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DAY 36

WONDER
Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea
in the days of Herod the king, magi from the east
arrived in Jerusalem, saying,
“Where is He who has been born King of the Jews?
For we saw His star in the east
and have come to worship Him.”
Matthew 2:1-2
“[We] have come to worship him.”
We now explain all sorts of celestial phenomena with the
language of science. What used to be simply the awe-inspiring
“northern lights,” for example, are now understood as the
ionization of atoms in the magnetosphere. Nothing wrong with
that – unless it leads you to cancel any possibility that such an
event can also be a sign, that it can mean something of eternal
importance.
The magi were astrologers, not astronomers. We would sideline
their attempts to read the heavens for news about the soul while
at the same time accepting a sky free of meaning. This is not to
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promote faith in a horoscope. But it is to call attention to the ones
who travelled over 500 miles because of a single-minded curiosity
about God’s activity in the world. Some things you can’t explain;
wonder will have to lead you to the truth.
What do you need the heavens to tell you about God?
May we pay attention to the mysteries of stars and rivers and
fields and people. May we hear your voice in those mysteries.
And may we know that you are drawing near to us in all these
ways. In the name of Christ our Lord, Amen.

– BRYAN RICHARDSON –
ASSOCIATE PASTOR, PASTORAL MINISTRIES,
SINGLE ADULTS, AND SMALL GROUPS

DAY 37

IMPOSTOR SYNDROME
When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled,
and all Jerusalem with him. Gathering together all the chief
priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where
the Messiah was to be born. They said to him, “In Bethlehem of
Judea; for this is what has been written by the prophet: ‘And you,
Bethlehem, land of Judah, Are by no means least among the
leaders of Judah;For out of you shall come forth a Ruler Who will
shepherd my people Israel.’”
Matthew 2:3-6
Impostor Syndrome; ever heard of it? It’s when someone in
authority or the spotlight either feels inadequate to the task. Most
leaders I have ever met feel this at some point in their careers.
Always wanting to be more for the people you serve is a common
theme among them. Herod the Great, however, was not
motivated by a desire to serve better. He was truly an impostor.
A non-Jew appointed by Rome to govern Judea. Hearing that
a child was born to rule as king was a threat to everything he
craved…power.
Even as a baby Jesus held authority. His presence began to
shape and change political landscapes. The magi were leaders,
too, but their motivation was different. They quickly recognized
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this child was worthy of honor. Each of us that suffer from impostor
syndrome have a choice to make; submit and surrender, or lie
and devalue those we feel threaten us.
Has God placed you in a position that you feel less than qualified
for?
If you truly recognize God’s hand in that placement, how
can you release that fear, and let him shine through your
inadequacies?
Dear Jesus, you are supreme and your name is above all others.
We are unworthy to be seen and known by you, but we have
such gratitude that you have called us by our names. By your
indwelling Spirit you equip us for the task to which we have been
called. Help us to trust you to continue to go before wherever you
lead. Amen
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DAY 38

LEAVE NO STONE
UNTURNED
Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out
from them the exact time the star had appeared.
He sent them to Bethlehem and said,
“Go and search carefully for the child.
As soon as you find him, report to me,
so that I too may go and worship him.”
Matthew 2:7-8
Jesus was sought after his whole life, even from the moment of
his birth. Some, like the wise men, sought after him with joy and
reverence in their hearts. Herod sought after him with dread
and enmity. The disciples sought after him to sit at his feet and
learn. Eventually, the Sanhedrin sought after him to nail him to
the cross. Throughout Scripture, people were desperate to get
to Jesus – some with good motives, some with bad. But we can
learn something from Herod here – he sought after the Christ child
with urgency, diligence, and desperation. He instructed the wise
men to leave no stone unturned in their search for him. Herod did
this out of self-preservation, but we can do so like the wise men,
out of devotion and desperation for his presence. I often grow
casual in my pursuit of Christ, knowing that there are parts of my
life I have yet to give over to him. I allow myself to be satisfied with
only giving him half of my heart, half of my effort. Let us pursue
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Christ with diligence, leaving no stone unturned in our lives.
What areas of your life have you yet to submit to Christ? What
stones have been left unturned?
How can you make your time with the Lord a higher priority?
What are some ways you can grow in your daily devotional life?
Lord, you came to this earth so that we could find new life in you.
Help me to give you my whole life, leaving no stone unturned.
Show me what parts of my life I have kept from you. Help me not
to grow satisfied with only giving you half of my heart, half of my
life. Teach me how to give you all of my devotion, and give me
the grace to pursue you with all that I have. Amen.

– MEGAN LANGAN –
ASSOCIATE MINISTER, SINGLE ADULTS
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DAY 39

SEEKING JESUS IN
EVERYDAY LIFE
After this interview the wise men went their way. And the star they
had seen in the east guided them to Bethlehem. It went ahead
of them and stopped over the place where the child was. When
they saw the star, they were filled with joy! They entered the house
and saw the child with his mother, Mary, and they bowed down
and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasure chests and
gave him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. When it was time
to leave, they returned to their own country by another route, for
God had warned them in a dream not to return to Herod.
Matthew 2:9-12
In the Church calendar, we remember this narrative as part of
Epiphany (Greek for “manifestation” or “appearance”) - that is,
we celebrate Jesus being revealed as Christ to the whole world.
The wise men were students of astronomy, and this is what God
uses to draw them near. As the heavens declared the glory
of God, the wise men could not help being filled with wonder
and joy as they sought Jesus. These wise men were foreigners,
outsiders, and we are reminded through this encounter that
God extended His grace to those who were once outside the
covenant, or, as Ephesians says, “we were aliens and strangers,
but God has made us a part of His family.”
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As soon as the wise men see Jesus, they bow down and worship
Him. And they don’t stop there, they give Jesus their gifts.
Transformed by simply encountering Jesus, when these wise men
left, they changed the direction of their lives and walked away
from the mess of Herod.
Where do you see God in your everyday life?
As you encounter Jesus in your everyday life,
do you seek Him with joy?
Do you bow down and worship Jesus?
Do you offer Him your gifts?
As you meet Jesus, what mess in your life are you walking away
from, now transformed?
Just as the wise men were guided by the heavens to the infant
Christ, we know that all who search for Christ will find him. Awaken
in our hearts, O God, a desire for wisdom and a yearning for your
kingdom. Help us keep our priorities straight: to seek first your
kingdom, to trust that you have provided. As we encounter you,
transform our lives, that we would never be the same again.
Amen.

– ETHAN DUPREE –
DIRECTOR, LOGOS WORSHIP
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