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s you read this first issue of the FBCSA “Legacy” publication you will soon
realize you are embarking on an amazing journey into how God has
steadfastly worked through the lives of the FBCSA family over the years,
150 and counting! You will recognize the Godly legacy of close friends. You will be
surprised by stories of people you pass in the halls or greet with a friendly handshake
on Sunday mornings. You will read inspiring stories of how God is working in the lives
of our young people to build a legacy that is pleasing to Him. You will be encouraged
by the stories of many whom you don’t see, those who are always there, ready to
serve, whatever the need… often impacting your own life and service in ways you
never imagined.
In Matthew 5:15-16 Jesus confirms the importance of speaking to each other about
how God is working through the lives of believers:
“Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on a stand,
and it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before
men, that they may see your good deeds and praise our Father in heaven.”
Through the Bible God boldly reveals the importance of living and leaving a Godly
legacy. Paul captures the essence of a Godly legacy in 1 Thessalonians 1: 1-3:
“We remember before our God and Father your work
produced by faith, your labor prompted by love,
and your endurance inspired by hope in your Lord Jesus Christ.”
“Legacy” will focus on how God is working through our church family. We are
blessed to be a part of a vibrant and loving church with an abundance of stories. We
encourage you to participate by forwarding names of FBCSA family that you believe
could be included in future publications.
We hope that you are encouraged by this issue of “New Beginnings.”
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A M E S S A G E F R O M T H E F B C S A F O U N D AT I O N

Living & Leaving A Godly Legacy
Too often the word “legacy” is thought of in financial terms when in reality we
all leave a legacy that remains after we’re gone. The concept of the “Legacy”
publication was initiated by the FBCSA Foundation as a way to illustrate this
through real-life stories of the Church body both past and present.
As Scott Lane said in one of his Everyday Prayer blogs, “The Christian faith is
more about biography than theology. When believers share their own story and
experience with The Living Savior, the Kingdom grows.” (December 28, 2012).

FOUNDATION
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A Hungry Heart
FOR CHILDREN
Written By: Susan Habegger • Interviewed By: Amber Sizer • Photos By: David Wickersham

G

“

od, please renew my health and strength
so that I can serve You more effectively!”
How many of us have spoken these words?
However, God has His own ways and there are times
when He specifically uses a “down-time” to take us
in a new direction of service. He used what seemed
to be a discouraging
turn of events for one
of our FBCSA families
to move all of us on
mission in a brand
new way.
Patti Cottle has a
heart for international
missions. When illness
made it impossible
to travel, her heart
was heavy. But, God
had a plan. In the
quietness, He opened
Patti’s eyes to needs
here in San Antonio,
in particular… hungry
children. Patti’s heart
was taken. But, what
could she do? When God places a call, He follows
through with the next step. For this call, the next
step was Snack Pak 4 Kids. Snack Paks is a program
that provides reliable, nutritious food for hungerchallenged students; a bag of “good-for-you”
snacks is given every Friday. School lunches help
fill the stomach through the week; but, hunger
sets in easily on weekends. Snack Paks sounded
like a wonderful idea, but how could it happen
through FBCSA?

Patti presented the idea, received approval,
and made contact with fellow-member, Debbie
Bexley, who was teaching at Briscoe Elementary,
and suggested it as our target school. Patti and
Debbie became a like-minded team; God’s call
was clear to be on mission to hungry children in
San Antonio. But even
then, time passed…
until March of 2014
when FBCSA Briscoe
Buddies Snack Paks
mission made their
first delivery to 25
children. God’s timing
was perfect for the
beginning of “Briscoe
Buddies” at FBCSA.
And truly, it was just
the beginning.
Patti and Debbie have
a team of workers who
make
this
mission
happen. Sorting and
Paking the bags on
Monday evenings once
a month; Delivery of the bags to Briscoe Elementary
and delivery to the classrooms on Friday mornings.
The beautiful result… relationships. Relationships
with the children: “Victor would run into the hall,
say ‘Thank you!’ And give a big hug.” Relationships
with the teachers: Holly asked a teacher, “What
can we do for you?” The answer was “Please pray!”
Outside the classroom, they were able to share
and pray at that very moment. Relationships with
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the leadership: At one point, the principal felt a burden for the
school to the point, where she called Debbie to request prayer.
Ten FBCSA members and leaders walked the halls of that school
after the children had gone, crying out to God for the needs
represented.
Summer deliveries began in 2016. On Sundays, volunteers pick
up boxes of snack Paks and deliver to designated homes. Can
you imagine how this speaks to a struggling family? Sending
food home from school is one thing, but taking the time to
deliver to the home? That effort is rewarded with smiles.
The relationship with Briscoe Elementary continues to grow:
Food boxes at Christmas; Donuts for Dads; Grandparents Day;
and recently, ESL classes with parents… but, that’s another
story. Over the years, the Briscoe Buddies volunteer base has
grown, financing is now a part of the annual budget, and FBCSA
has a relationship of trust with Briscoe Elementary School.
Briscoe Buddies came to reality because a heart was open to
God’s call, God’s creative call in the midst of disappointment
and pain. Patti and Debbie experience joy and blessing as
they lead this work. What is their hope for FBCSA? “That every
person would experience the joy of volunteering.” That sounds
a lot like our Community Missions motto: Every person. Every
family. Every group… on mission in our community. What other
new beginnings of mission might come through FBCSA family?
If we are quiet, what call might we hear – even in the midst of
disappointment and pain?

BUDDIES

15,000
350
125
• SNACK PAKS DISTRIBUTED •

• FAMILIES TOUCHED BY MINISTRY •

• VOLUNTEERS •

OFFICER
SAL

Diosito Por Delante:
“God always be in front of me.”

Written By: Frances Allen • Interviewed By: Bill Shaw
Photos By: David Wickersham

In 1967, children in San Antonio were bussed to FBCSA to roller
skate in the newly-built gymnasium. The bus was filled with their
childish banter and laughter. It was a community outreach and the
children loved it. The love from the church made them smile. One
of those smiles belonged to a little boy named Salvador Rodriguez,
whom we all know as Sal. He was born in San Antonio on October
13, 1960. His mother passed away when he was four years old
and his father was a working musician and was absent from Sal’s
life most of the time. Sal and his three siblings were raised by his
paternal grandparents who were devout Catholics. On Sundays,
and many Saturdays, Sal spent a good deal of time in
the church learning scripture that would serve him and
those around him later in life.
Early on, Sal considered pursuing music as his life’s work,
but he also loved the idea of serving the community.
His grandmother told him he must, first and foremost,
play at a church since it was God who blessed him with
the talent. So Sal played at St Ann’s Church, St Margaret
Mary’s Church and St Mary Magdalene Church with the
Mariachi groups and various Orquestras. He studied
music throughout high school and college. He played
the trumpet and performed in the first all-district
Mariachi band. Sal’s great grandfather, grandfather,
father and uncles were all accomplished musicians, so
naturally, he wanted to follow that path. However, seeing
the hardships placed on the families by having a music
career made Sal wonder if he was meant to do more.
On April 27, 1979, two people were killed and 51
injured, when a man opened fire from inside his mobile
home on a festive crowd gathered to watch the Battle
of Flowers Parade at the intersection of Broadway and East Grayson
Street. Sal was a senior at Fox Tech High School and in the school
band that was performing that day in the parade. He remembers
hearing gunshots, seeing the chaos and then realizing their band
was caught in the parade route and wouldn’t be able to escape for

Written By: Susan Ha
viewed By: Amber Si
David Wickersham

cover. His band director, Mr. Ross, saved many of them
by pushing them back and away from the gunfire.
Sal hid behind a large water barrel on Broadway and
Grayson. He could see the people being shot and law
enforcement officers, SAPD and some security guards
running to help the people that were shot. Seeing the
brave men risk their lives to save others left quite an
impression on Sal. At that moment, he knew that was
his calling.
Sal immediately applied to the police academy,
but was told that he was too young and was asked
to reapply when he turned 21. A year later Sal
wandered into a recruiting center to enlist into
the Armed Services, where he felt ignored by the
Marine recruiter. He then found the Army recruiter
(SFC Sandoval) who was more than willing to take
care of him! Because he was seventeen at the time,
his grandparents had to sign so he could enlist.

Genocide Intervention Net). In Africa he was the FPU
(Formed Police Unit) deputy advisor/FPU Advisor/
Coordinator/Deputy Contingent Commander for the
Department of State-United Nations Police Division.
In Iraq he was the swat instructor for DOD-CTSOF
(Counter-Terrorist Special Operations Force), CPATT
(Coalition Police Assistance Training Team), and the
USIS (U.S. Investigative Service). In Bolivia he was
the Counter Drug-Instructor for the US Embassy,
Bolivia, Narcotics Assistance Service Program. In
Bosnia worked for the United Nations International
Police Task Force as their Academy Instructor/Duty
Officer/Senior Operations Officer. Sal has also held
many positions right here in San Antonio as a Military
Policeman, Training Sergeant, Senior Regional Law
Enforcement Instructor, Corrections Officer, Deputy
Sheriff, Warrant officer, and a Special Emergency
Response Team Coordinator. Today Sal is still busy as

They acknowledged their permission by marking the
signature line with two x’s, one for each grandparent
because neither could read or write. The symbolism
of this was not wasted on young Salvador. His “call
sign” in the Army became Dos Equis, not for the
beer, but the two X’s that opened the door to the
rest of Salvador’s life. The U.S. Army sent him to MP
school (Military Police Corps) to become a military
policeman. By the grace of God, Sal’s calling was set
in motion.
From 1979 to present day, he has built quite a
resume! In Italy he held the position of the stability
police facilitator and training instructor for INPROL/
G.I.Net (International Promotion for the Rule of Law/
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OH NO SIR, IT’S WHAT THE CHURCH
AND ESPECIALLY THE CHILDREN HAVE DONE FOR ME.
- Salvador J. Rodriguez
a Lieutenant-Training Coordinator/Range Master/
Internal Affairs/Command Staff, as well as our
beloved Officer Sal here at First Baptist Church of
San Antonio. He is a member of ten organizations
and a recipient of at least thirty-six honors and
awards. However, once you speak to Sal personally,
you will soon realize that none of these accolades
or titles measure up to the role he proudly holds as
a husband and father.
Sal met his wife, Nora Hilda
Rodriguez, in 2003 through his
best friend, Steeven. She
was Steeven’s sister and
he thought Sal to be
a good guy for her.
Nora was born
in Guadalajara,
Mexico
and
lived in Tustin,
California
for
sixteen
years.
She
worked as a
paramedic
s t e w a r d e s s.
Sal
then
began
to
court
her
persistently
and stole her
heart away from
California to be
married in San Juan,
Texas and start a new
life in San Antonio, Texas.
On March 21st, 2005 another
blessing occurred in Sal’s life.
His son, Maximo Steeven Rodriguez
was born. Sal had just arrived from Iraq on
the 20th, just in time. Unfortunately, Max was born
with a heart defect. Sal met a member of FBCSA who
happened to be a heart specialist and referred Sal to
a great Pediatric Cardiologist where his son has now
been properly treated and on the road to recovery.
Max is now a 7th grader at Mount Sacred Heart
School and is an engineering genius with Legos. He
has built a moving hand with muscles, nerves and
arteries all out of Legos as well as all different kinds

of air crafts. Sal is definitely a proud father.
So how did Mr. Salvador J. Rodriguez end up back
at FBCSA? In 2008 Sal’s friend, Herb Foote, asked
him to substitute for another officer. The 6 month
substitution turned into a 10 year permanent
position as a protector of all of us here at FBCSA.
Recently, Pastor Don Guthrie thanked Sal for
all he has done for the church and especially
the children. His response was humble and
understated, “Oh no sir, it’s what
the church and especially the
children have done for me.”
Sal wants our children to
hear and see that the law
enforcement officers
are not only their
protectors but also
their friends. We
can see that his
gra n d m o t h e r ’s
prayer, “Diosito
Por
Delante:
God
always
be in front of
me” has been
instilled in him
all these years.
If some would
consider the list
of responsibilities
that Sal has held,
Officer at FBCSA
might not rise to
the top with great
importance. But, it is a
reminder to us that God is
the One who writes our legacy,
in particular, our spiritual legacy. He
guides us intentionally towards those areas
where we will speak His characteristics in a way
that builds His kingdom. Our ability to hear His
voice and obey will be very important in those
moments. As Sal enters his tenth year at FBCSA,
let’s take a moment to thank him for all his service.
Because of his legacy, we can see a picture of what
it looks like to love, sacrifice, and protect the way
our Creator commanded us to. Thank You Sal for
showing us the love of Christ!

new beginning
Written By: Susan Spoon • Photos By: David Wickersham
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In October, Don Guthrie and Chris Johnson shared what God is
teaching them in our unique succession/transition process,
including what’s difficult about it
and how they pray for First Baptist Church.
Don: Our process is still fairly unusual in a Baptist
context. The old system was that the pastor just
leaves. The new guy has to figure out the culture, the
past patterns, the sensitive issues—and the record
isn’t always good.
Chris: On the other hand, we know of churches
who’ve had poorly-planned/conceived transition
plans that have been massive failures. So their eyes
are on us. From the beginning of this process, I’ve had
people from other churches—maybe eight to ten—
regularly contacting me, wanting to know how we’re
doing it and how it’s going. That that says something
about the uniqueness of it. They want us to succeed
and want a record of what we’re doing, some idea of
process because they may follow suit.
Don: William Nichols, the chair of our transition team,
has kept a full record of everything in our transition
process for the last two or three years.

This process wouldn’t work if a pastor is called to
another church and leaves in four weeks.
Don: True, there are not many who work all the way to
the end of their years as senior pastor—usually they
wear out, just leave, don’t stay all their lives—turn to
denominational tasks, etc. My cancer and all those
consequent surgeries hastened the aging process—
I’m on the lower side of energy for a 64-year-old. So
in 2015 on a prayer retreat, I began to ask the Lord
to give me guidance. I mentioned it to our personnel
team, and Scott Lane asked if I’d read Next: Pastoral
Succession that Works by William Vanderbloemen.
You know how the Lord leads you—one step, then
the next.
Chris: I heard about this early on in your process, even
before it was announced. I had friends who came to me
and said, “First Baptist San Antonio is about to begin
this process, and you need to listen and hear what
they’re doing because you would be a good fit.” After it
was announced, a couple of people contacted me and
said, “Not all of us could do this, Chris, but you could.”

Why did they consider you a good fit?
Chris: I think what they were saying is that a lot of
pastors are too prideful to do this, but, “You’re not too
prideful. You would be a good fit in that church.” It
made sense. I was flattered. A couple of other people
warned me because of historic failures in similar
transition plans...but I saw the grace and the beauty
of what was happening, and it never deterred me. As I
studied and read, I thought it would be a real blessing.
Don: We knew the process would screen certain
candidates out. Ego-driven people wouldn’t want
to wait and learn for two years. We didn’t want that,
anyway! But the whole thing is made possible by the
transition team, this lay group around both of us.
Even as close as Chris and I are in our personalities
and outlooks, it’s still hard! We’re just not in the same
place. We have to listen to each other, with that group
around to facilitate our conversation.
Chris: I like to be creative and I’m happy with
trying something new and failing! That’s always fun
to me, to try new things and see how they work in
ministry. So it was wonderful to see that the church
was willing to be on board with this innovative
process. It signaled to me you were willing to try
something that’s been well-thought out and prayed
through. The church didn’t tell Don “No.” That’s an
encouragement to me. If we feel God is leading
us in a unique direction, with thoughtfulness and
prayer, we can do what we think God’s called us to
do. Even if it’s really unique and creative, it’s not
going to stop that activity in this church.
Don: The purpose of the first year is that Chris has
no independent assignments other than to know this
church and preach. We’re adding a few things as we
go along, but he really gets the opportunity, privilege,
and duty of watching the layers of leadership and
government around him. It really is a very complicated
system; it’s relational, and you communicate, and so
he just gets to watch that. I don’t have advice for him.
He’s intuitive about all these processes.
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In the 1970s, First Baptist had a reputation for
being innovative and trying new things, correct?
Don: Jimmy Allen innovated because it was necessary
for that time. He was reacting up against a pretty solid,
but pretty staid organization. When I came, it was so
different. Our fellowship was just gasping for breath.
I don’t think I’m an innovator; I’m a pragmatist. And
there wasn’t a script for us. We just prayed! One of
things that Chris and I talk about is that though we’re
pastoring the same church, we have very different
visions of the church we pastor. Mine is so weighted
to 20 years ago, and his is not weighted that way at
all! He sees a very different church. And I think in the
goodness of God that’s exactly how it’s supposed to
be. He doesn’t have any of that baggage. I don’t ever
innovate intentionally. I just innovate when I think
what we’re doing is not working!
Chris: I love being creative in worship, to try new things
while being thoughtful and prayerful. I hope and pray
we’ll have all kinds of new opportunities in ministry, in
worship, and events that happen here. I’m always up for
trying anything and everything. You see what works and
what doesn’t work and you keep going with the things
that do work. I hope that attitude continues to help us
step forward in all kinds of ways. We don’t even know
what they’re going to be! Those creative moments just
sort of come and go, so when God nudges in a direction
and says, “Let’s try this,” you go with it. And I hope we
have many of those!

How can lay people pitch new ideas or suggestions?
Don: Our strategic planning sessions in January, over
a Friday night and Saturday morning. They’re as blue
sky as could be, with all kinds of people there. I watch

12

over time as different people begin to echo the same
thought. That’s how Circles of Six started. I heard from a
young couple say, “We feel lonely. We’re working in the
church, but we just feel lonely.” That conversation with
them helped me imagine circles.
Chris: Yes, if it bubbles up in multiple conversations
and locations, you know there’s something to it. If
somebody brings forth an idea, and they’ve put a lot
of thought into it, not just a passing thing; they’re
bringing a lot of energy to it, they or someone in their
circle is really itching to lead it. There’s a difference
between somebody coming to us and saying, “Hey
pastor, you need to do this,” versus “Hey, we feel like
this is a ministry we need to be involved in, and I’m
going to lead in this way.” Those are two very different
conversations. Sometimes there are things as pastors
we do need to do. But most of the time, it’s “No, I think
God has put that on your heart. Is He calling you to
lead it?” And if they really have energy and passion
and are capable of doing it, we can nurture it along.

(PHOTO)

Don:
Here’s the interesting thing about the
institutional church, though: Laurie Wilson dreamed of
“Heart 2 Heart,” then several years later, Laurie leaves
to move to Virginia. At that point, the ministry is so
institutionalized that going forward, it becomes the
burden of the pastor and the staff. That’s another way
I listen. I listen to “Is there space on our dance card for
this ministry?” Because if Patti Cottle and Debbie Bexley
stop doing the Briscoe ministry (providing snacks for
children at Briscoe Elementary School), those little kids
will still be hungry. And I’ll guarantee the principal will
be calling Chris Johnson to say, “You’re not going to
stop, are you?” One of the hardest jobs is to have the
vision and then to develop lay leaders. To say all the
time, “Who loves this, wants this to continue?”
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Chris: And I think a big part of this too is that we don’t
want to quash the dreams and ministry passions of our
lay leaders. We’re going to do everything we can to
nurture that and lead them into that ministry, wherever
God is leading them, and work with them diligently to
live out their faith.
Don: The strategic planning process is a public way
that the church is invited to come talk. They know for
six hours that weekend, they have my ear. And they can
advocate just as strongly as they want to. If it’s really
the Spirit, then somebody else will say, “I think she’s
right.” That’s how this goes.
People will wish we were back to simple. But we’ve
moved from simple to complex. Budgets clashing and
calendars clashing…it’s just the way this is going to be!
It’s like our Acuna ministry. It started small, and nimble,
and then when it got to be 200 people going down
there on buses, and the food service itself was a massive
undertaking, the group began to say, “This doesn’t
work any more.” It was the institutional quality of this
church that killed that project that was so beautiful.
But it was happy, so everybody went! A fourth of our
church would be down there—we’d all go!

and other ministry done on that level. And that’s kind
of painful for some people, I think, when they really do
want the whole church to be involved—but it’s almost
impossible.

So when one hands-on ministry is phased out, how
do we find others?

How would you describe the “personality” of First
Baptist Church?

Don: One thing Chris and I talked about is our job to
say, “What is our opportunity?” Rather than to long for,
wish for, the opportunities at First Baptist Perry or First
Baptist Chalk Bluff. What is the shot for this church in this
city, with all of its strengths and weaknesses? What’s our
gospel shot? What do we get to do that is really unique
and good? That’s a hard question to answer sometimes…
what does a church like us get to do?

Chris: A good positive way to describe First Baptist is
stately. There’s a certain level of financial flexibility and
influence and capability to get things done here that
you wouldn’t get in other places…because of where we
are and the size. I don’t really know the local perception;
mine is more the state perception from other churches
and other institutions. I love this about Don, and he’s
instilled this in this church: we’re not going to do
anything that isn’t thoughtful and prayerful all the way
through. And that usually means slow. Or slower than
people want. And that’s fine. That’s who we are.

Chris: A big part of this process is to talk about this
church’s strengths and weaknesses. It is complex. There
are very few things a couple of thousand people can
do all together. It’s just not feasible. So we need to find
those grand Kingdom things that on our scale we can
do and we can do well. That we’re uniquely called to
do in downtown San Antonio, that nobody else can
do. And we need to make sure we get those things
done. Because there is a certain stature here, in the
city and in the state. We should leverage that to do big
Kingdom things. There’s an opportunity of influence.
The other side of that coin is that most people have
trouble feeling a part of a group of two thousand
people. Most people really can’t; it’s those groups
of Sunday school classes where you really get things
done nimbly. So we’re thinking about mission projects

Don: I would say people think we are connected and
that we have friends all over the city. And I would
say they think we’re connected to each other. People
always tell me, “I’m amazed how friendly this church is.
People welcome me, they greet me, and they want to
know me. It’s big, but it feels like a small church.” So
that lack of the feeling of the megachurch model in
all of its ramifications…I think people get that. And I
do think my pastor friends will say, “It’s a little boring,
but it’s very solid.” I know they’re teasing me, because I
don’t spin it that way. If I have an opportunity to teach
you a Greek word, I’m going to, and everybody can just
say whatever they want! But I think there is a sense of
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the Scripture and prayer being at the center. And I
think that’s what’s kept us alive, don’t you? It’s a great
legacy. This church can’t imagine anything else. To all
those people who lead studies to learn “What are our
values?” I want to say, “You all are not paying attention!
This church is telling you its values. It already knows its
values. They’re so unconscious—
they’re just there.”

What’s the easiest thing about
the transition process?
Don: Chris is good, and he’s kind,
and he’s introspective, and he’s
easy to work with.
Chris: I was going to say the
same thing about him! I don’t
have any concern working with
Don, walking into Don’s office.
That makes this a blessing. His
graciousness—that’s what makes
it work.

And the hardest thing about it?
Chris: I think the most difficult
issue is that as much as we’ve tried
to communicate this, there are still
people who don’t understand and
ask a lot of clarifying questions,
which is good—what they should
do. But with the uniqueness of
the process, there’s still a lot of
confusion out there. And there’s
still a lot of uncertainty about
what the process looks like...even
though it’s well thought-out and
all the information is out there.
Many haven’t taken the time to
listen or read the explanations.
It’s a mystery to some people. We
have to keep working through
that and keep communicating.

show any disrespect. He deserves all the respect in the
world for what he’s doing and what he’s done.
Don: The hardest part of this process on my side is
that it is done in a complete fishbowl. There are many
sad feelings associated with retirement…letting go
of something that has defined
you. So how do I continually
love my successor and get ready
for this new chapter…but not
have any of that show up in my
sermons? I still haven’t figured
that out! I don’t know how to do
that yet. There is this public face
that has to have integrity and is
connected to the real person.
But it is never the real person.
Those skills that make you a
public figure—you learn and
hone them, and you practice
them for the good of that group.
But for me, it’s not always easy
to separate this very personal
event from my public life.

This process is sort of like two
runners holding one baton
and running around a track
twice before one lets go. Who
does that?

I NEVER THOUGHT I’D FINISH
OUT MY WORKING LIFE HERE
AT FIRST BAPTIST. I CAME
BECAUSE HE TOLD ME, AND
HE NEVER TOLD ME TO LEAVE.

Both: We do!

Don, you are introducing
Chris to city leaders and other
pastors?

Don: That’s important because
he represents this church, and
this church has proven again that
DON GUTHRIE
we are a citizen. The mayor knows
that, the city council knows that.
- Pastor So part of this is just to get his
face in front of them so they
know what this transition is, and
Don: I often think, “I could have
that they would take his phone
done that better. I could have recognized Chris more, I
call, that they would be tracking him. So we’ll go to
could have teased him less. It’s just like any friendship.
lunch with Ed Kelley at CPS, and we’re going to see if
We’re still learning about each other. We’re just
we can start making those long friendships that have
learning what works and what doesn’t work.
served this church so well.
Chris: I never want to do anything or say anything that
could even remotely be perceived as disrespectful. I
try to be very cautious always of what I’m doing not to
14

Chris: I think that’s one of the biggest learningcurve areas here… that there is a unique
relationship with this church to the city, particularly
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being downtown. And how all the moving parts
of downtown San Antonio work in relation to our
church. It is absolutely unique.
Don: Downtown matters to this city. Ours is a treasure.
We love our downtown.
Chris: And so there’s a unique
relationship, there you’ve got
to know how to navigate those
waters. Part of what Don and
the transition team are doing is
having a running list of whom
I need to meet, both internally
and externally, and those
external ones are many city
officials. They’re keeping me up
to date so I can start to foster
those same relationships that
really are going to matter for our
long-term presence downtown.
Don:
And Chris is already
proving to be very attractive
to young preachers in the city.
So he’s going to represent a
stabilizing figure to a whole
other generation of faith leaders
in the city. And it’s been
really interesting to watch
because they still don’t know
him. What they know is this
public face, but they want to
be near him. So that’s good!

You’re now one of those longtime, stabilizing figures in
San Antonio, Don. Did you
think you’d finish out your
career here?

house she was born in; when we go home, we sleep
in the same bedroom she was in as a child. She wants
our children to have the same opportunity. So from
her standpoint, this is it. And I felt that way too…really
wanted to be somewhere we could retire from. That’s
the way we’re moving forward right now, anyway. God
can always do something else—
you never know what God’s going
to do—but in our hearts and in
our minds, that’s one of the things
we were looking for. We wanted
to be planted in a community for
a long time.

(WE) REALLY WANTED TO
BE SOMEWHERE WE COULD
RETIRE FROM....WE WANTED TO
BE PLANTED IN A COMMUNITY
FOR A LONG TIME.

Don: When I came here, Claude
Black had been pastor of Mt. Zion
First Baptist Church for 47 years.
Buckner Fanning had been pastor
of Trinity Baptist Church for 40
years. George Harris had been
pastor of First Baptist Castle Hills
probably for 18, and Sam Stahl
had been rabbi of Temple BethEl for probably 25 or 30. And the
Lord said, “Don, this city responds
to long life. Just come and stay. It’s
not a flash-in-the-pan city. They’re
not too impressed with how rich
you are or your new ideas. This city
likes people coming and staying.” I
knew it intuitively, just watching
those guys.

Beyond Bible study and prayer,
what other activity sparks fresh
ideas?

Chris: I like to get away, go
somewhere else, to dream and to
think long-term. To step away and
CHRIS JOHNSON
try new types of spiritual discipline.
Don: I never thought I’d finish
Taking some opportunity to try
- Pastor out my working life here at
new spiritual disciplines like
First Baptist. I came because He
fasting. Or a silent retreat. I’ve done
told me, and He never told me
those kinds of things with a staff.
to leave.
Sometimes it helps (to visit other
churches) as long as we know that we’re unique. I
Chris?
never try to implement something that somebody
else is doing. But sometimes you can get a nugget
Chris: I’m the exact opposite with Don there. Which
from them that you can use here in a certain way—use
is rare, because we’re usually like-minded on most
their thoughtfulness to spur you on. Conversations
things! One of the things that (Amy and I) were
with other ministers…that’s a constant in my life.
looking for was somewhere we could retire from. My
I’m always ready to learn from other pastors. But
wife dislikes moving. Her parents still live in the same
there’s nothing like being away with God. All that
2018 LEGACY PUBLICATION • ISSUE 1
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information you gather from other sources only becomes clear
in the context of that time away with God. Where you can sort
of release those everyday duties, all of those urgent things that
need to get done.
Don: I’m very dependent on friendships. I develop friendships
and I ask people questions. I’m not a creative thinker. I’m not an
innovator. I am a synthesizer. So if I have friends who trust me,
I can ask them and they can just tell me what’s in their creative
minds—and very often that helps me to synthesize it and use it.
I haven’t had an original thought in 23 years! I just don’t. I read
Alexander Maclaren and other people, but it’s just not a gift of
mine to think new thoughts. So friendship is really important
to me. Men who have had coffee with me just counseled me
along, said, “I wouldn’t do it that way, what about this?” My
mentors were Callie Smith and Jim Winget. Callie saw the future
better than anybody I ever knew. You would love watching
Chris on Wednesday night, because he and Amy stand together
on Wednesday night like a magnet of all these thirty- and fortyyear-olds. They just do this to them. And that’s the sweetest
thing, because it means they’re going to find their friends, he’s
going to call one of them someday and say, “Don Guthrie makes
me mad as heck!” and this young man will talk him back into
this deal and say “Here’s what you need to do…” Chemistry is all
of that. Callie just decided he was going to help me. He decided,
“You don’t know beans about running an organization like this,
and I’m going to help you.” So he did. He’d say wise, kind things.
Jim Winget did the same thing.

How well does seminary prepare you for the real work?
Chris: There was one three-hour class at Truett Seminary
that went over all the practical things—the “other duties as
assigned.” How to run a business meeting, how to baptize, how
to do a wedding, everything from A to Z. One three-hour class
taught by Levi Price (long-time pastor of First Baptist Church,
El Paso). All the rest of seminary is theological, in the clouds. I
was a youth pastor at Covington, Texas, at the time, and I was
learning as much on the ground there as I was in the seminary.
But the way all of that matched was perfect. I don’t know how
you can go through seminary and not have a ministry job,
because that’s where those two things came together for me.
I would see some theoretical stuff in class, but then I was at
the church every day leading meetings. My time in Covington
was just as important as those hours in a classroom. But they
meshed; I needed both of them. In Waco, I had a group of really
good friends—they were all pastors—and I met with them
regularly. I miss them! Universities are teaching you how to
learn so that when you get on the job, you know how to find
the answers.

What’s the best problem-solving advice you ever received?
Don: Think hard. Pray hard. When the time comes to make a
decision, decide...and leave the results to God. It’s a process I’ve
16
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used again and again. Prayer is no substitute for hard thought,
and thought is no substitute for prayer. And you will always feel
that awful moment when your organization needs to make the
decision, and you may be wrong, but you cannot tell them that
you may be wrong. You have to be confident and say, “It’s that
hill; we’re going over that hill,” and then you own the results.
That’s served me so well to solve problems.
Chris: This isn’t going to sound nearly as eloquent...but in that
one three-hour class led by Dr. Levi Price, he constantly told us,
“The one thing you need to know in your leadership roles is don’t
be dumb. And he would tell us story after story of pastors who
just made dumb decisions, and anybody looking in from the
outside would have said, “What were you thinking?” So he told
us, “Step back, look at it, and don’t be dumb.”

To you, what one word tells the message of the Bible?
Don: Light. Truth. A light to my path, a way to walk. It is invisible
reality made visible. So...light.
Chris: The word that’s been on my heart the last few years in
constant study is repent. It’s been in my sermons a lot lately.
That’s our word for humanity, to repent. If I could give a phrase,
it’s Paul’s concluding word in his letters, when he says “Grace and
peace.” And I think that more accurately sums it up.

Do you have a life verse?
Don: Mark 1:35. “Rising up before daybreak, He went out to a
lonely place and He prayed.”
Chris: Isaiah 40:28-31. “Do you not know? Have you not heard?
The Everlasting God, the Lord, the Creator of the ends of the
earth does not become weary or tired. His understanding is
inscrutable. He gives strength to the weary, and to him who lacks
might He increases power. Though youths grow weary and tired,
and vigorous young men stumble badly, yet those who wait for
the Lord will gain new strength; they will mount up with wings
like eagles, they will run and not get tired, they will walk and not
become weary.”

What is your prayer for the people of First Baptist Church,
San Antonio?
Chris: For their hearts to be awakened to what God is doing
right now.
Don: More and more, I’m praying that they would be saved in all
the senses of what that word means. Awakened, as Chris says, to
an invisible world, and inspired, and carried through these days,
and then into eternity. That’s what I pray. I preach to people that
I’m not certain are saved. I don’t know that they are, and so I pray
that they have that one great gift that will be the only one that
will matter when all else is left behind.
2018 LEGACY PUBLICATION • ISSUE 1
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A Time To

Uproot
Written By: Erin Covey

For as long as I can remember, I've measured time by
location. When I was three years old, God called my dad
to serve his country as a military chaplain following the
events of 9/11. He joined the U.S. Army after pastoring
in his home state of Texas for 10 years. He then deployed
for a year to Iraq while my two younger sisters, my
mom, and I moved in with my grandparents.
My dad has only deployed once in his 15 years of
service. But as a military family whose duty station
was decided every few years by an unseen board,
we continued to make sacrifices. The first twenty
years of my life have been broken up into intervals
marked by a moving van pulling into the driveway.
And that erratic rhythm defined my perspective on
my relationships, my citizenship, and my faith. For
me, inconsistency is one of the few consistencies.
The culture of the military places a high value on the trait
of resilience, defined by Merriam-Webster’s dictionary as
the “ability to recover from or adjust easily to misfortune
or change.” Every soldier, spouse, and child learns how
to be a trooper in the face of constant upheaval and
change. When times of separation and movement
come, you either choose to embrace the disorder or
fight against it. Unfortunately, the ability to adjust never
came easily to me and I often chose the latter option. In
my mind, every PCS (Permanent Change of Station) was
a tornado carrying me across state lines and oceans.
But as I grew older, God revealed the larger purpose
behind a lifestyle defined by motion. I had seen my
dad as a missionary to his soldiers and their families.
But during summer camp my sophomore year in high
school I realized God had called our whole family to
this mission. I started to view growing up in a military
family as an outlet to serve God rather than an excuse
to retreat inside myself and wallow in self-pity. Through
the grace of God, I tried to filter my experience through

18
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There is a time for everything, and a season for every
activity under the heavens: a time to be born and a time
to die, a time to plant and a time to uproot.
• Ecclesiastes 3:1-2 •
a lens of gratefulness instead of bitterness. I could
not control my circumstances, but I did have the
ability to control my response to them.
Last summer, we moved back to my birthplace
of San Antonio, Texas. Even though the military
life rolls along to a bumpy, irregular beat, there is
some sort of poetic justice to the fact that I'll be
ending my childhood in the place where it began.
As I enter into a new year at a place so familiar, yet
still foreign, I am reminded of how the end of each
chapter in my life brought forth a new beginning.
At some point in our lives, most of us have probably
wished for a chance to pack our bags, run away
and start a new life… make a new beginning.
I had often missed how God was working through
transition. He was giving me chances to embrace
new opportunities and relationships even as I hurt
from losing old ones. And I desperately needed that
grace — even when I ran from it.
If I have learned nothing else through the military
lifestyle, it is that seasons are natural, change is
inevitable, and nothing under the sun is permanent.
Seasons of planting must be preceded by seasons of
uprooting. God often pulled up roots for our family in
order to place us in fertile soil, giving opportunities
to serve. We could never plan for the future. We had
no chance to become set in our ways. But we could
choose to be content and satisfied in following God
step by step. When my parents followed His call into
the military, there were details they could not see.
But they knew that He was calling them to serve
their country and minister to a community filled with
brokenness and darkness.

that He has orchestrated every twist and turn.
The military lifestyle took us down interstate
highways, back roads and — very occasionally —
goat paths. Even though my “homes” stretch across
the earth, I am comforted by the truth that my eternal
citizenship lies in heaven. As followers of Christ, we
know that we are aliens and travelers while we live
on earth, and moving 12 times within 20 years made
that truth a reality to me. We are following Jesus’
experience on this earth: no permanent home.
Jesus replied, “Foxes have dens and birds have nests,
but the Son of Man has no place to lay his head.” —
Matthew 8:20
An old wives’ tale says that the way you spend New
Year’s Eve defines the rest of your year. It does seem
fitting that my family spent New Year’s Eve 2016 in a
motel somewhere in the middle of Tennessee on our
way to Texas…a few more nights in hotel rooms with
no view of the future. In these “in-between” moments,
I have often looked backward instead of forward,
longing for the past instead of anticipating the
future. But I know now that every new beginning on
earth is only a shadow of a new beginning in heaven,
where there will be no goodbyes, no loneliness, and
no separation from each other and from our Savior.
As we learn to walk through transitions in this life
with courage and grace, we remember that we are
not going through this alone. We have a relationship
with a God who chose to leave His heavenly home so
that we might have an eternal home in his kingdom.
No matter what the new year brings, we can hold
onto the knowledge that God is faithful through
every season, every ending… and every beginning.

Through this hectic life, I realize that following God’s
will has nothing to do with knowing my future and
nailing down a five-year plan… no detailed map
clearly showing each future step. Following God’s will
is more like driving down a winding, mountainous
road, knowing that He is by my side, always aware
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Editor’s Note:
Erin Covey is a
member of FBCSA.
_____________________________
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release
Written By: Karen Ivy

How do you feel about 2018? Were you excited about
singing Auld Lang Syne once more and counting
down until the ball dropped in New York City’s Times
Square?
To be honest, I am not always the most eager for new
beginnings. I can’t fully explain why I’m not a big
fan of New Year’s resolutions or hanging up a new
calendar, yet one reason surfaces as a source of my
dislike for this annual habit. I have a small, but real,
fear that my year will never live up to all my hopes.
This time around, God changed my attitude. 2017
gave me so many new beginnings - I am wellpracticed to joyfully enter a new year that I cannot
predict or anticipate.
A part of my December traditions is to read One Word
That Will Change Your Life Now. The premise of this
book is to pray and ask if there is one word the Lord
wants to use as a focus for prayer and growth in the
coming year.

20

For 2017, God chose the more daunting of two
possible words: release. Frightening, right? The
reality is that as I look back over this year, each time
I released something into His Hands, He replaced it
with a new beginning. Those new beginnings have
looked like joy and hope and freedom from fears I
didn’t even know I had. When I became a Christian,
I surrendered my will to a wonderful Savior, who is
ultimately trustworthy. Over time, it has been so easy
to try to take things back under my own control.
I had to take an account of my posture in prayer
during 2017. The call to release meant “not hanging
on,” even to good things. Each new beginning proved
the power of the Holy Spirit, moving and reshaping
my experiences. I found safety in “release.” This call
was challenged when my 5-year-old niece passed
away unexpectedly in May. The choice to live only
out of what I knew, saw, and felt, would end in anger,
disappointment, and depression. But through some
honest and hard but beautiful conversations with our
Lord, I began to see His heart and His goodness in the
midst of heartbreak. I gained strength from watching
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her parents, who are a living testimony of what it
means to live out of His grace. Only in release could I
discover this new beginning of trust – beyond what
my heart said to give.
More opportunities to trust and release came
throughout the year, some with very little
understanding of how God was working – or how
He might use them for good. But little by little, I
practiced new beginnings with each change.
The Lord was gracious to me. He prepared me for
opportunities to open my hands and release control.
The Lord called me towards courage beyond my
own. He called me to praise Him before I knew
His answers. A spiritual mentor identified that as
“sacrificial praise.” It’s not outside the realm of
possibility to praise even when we are still unsure.
This forces us to completely release from ourselves.
I realized that giving praise before I understood or
knew some of the answers was identifying our Lord

as always worthy of praise. And isn’t that true?!
Even though I can’t see into 2018 and what it may
hold, I know He is here – and there - and that He loves
us and won’t leave us. That is worthy of gratitude
before a calendar page even starts to turn.
Is it possible that one new beginning is to thank Him
in the before, in the middle, and as seasons close?
I pray this new beginning over our church. We are
in the midst of many changes as a body, and how
beautiful it would be to seek His will together and
then praise Him before we even see all He will do!

Rejoice always, pray continually,
give thanks in all circumstances;
for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.
- 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 _____________________________________
Editor’s Note:
Karen Ivy is a member of
FBCSA and is involved
in the singles ministry.
_____________________________________
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TO
(BURMA)

AND

BACK
Written & Photos By: Susan Habegger

G o, ye heralds of salvation;
Go, and preach in heathen lands,
Publish loud to every nation,
What the Lord of life commands.

L anded safe in distant regions,
Tell the Burmans Jesus died…
Far beyond the mighty Ganges,
When vast floods beyond us roll,
Think how widely Jesus ranges
Nations wide from pole to pole.

In February 1812, friends and family wept openly as they sang the
words that sent Adoniram and Ann Judson into the unknown…
destination - Burma. This was not just any journey. Adoniram
was the first American foreign missionary. “Firsts” are not always
welcome in the moment. This was no exception. His ideas were
condemned and ridiculed. What compelled Adoniram forward to
this new beginning? And why Burma?

Adoniram’s interest began as he read of a civilized people in a land of riches: teak, gold and silver mines, rubies,
sapphires, and oil. Golden robes, caps, and solid gold earrings adorned the leadership and the wealthy. To speak
with the king, the sovereign ruler, was to sit at the “Golden Feet.” Adoniram glimpsed a people who needed
nothing but the true Word of God.
It was not a quick decision for Adoniram. He struggled with the thoughts God put in his mind and the consequences
that would follow. Then one February day in 1809, he records: “It was during a solitary walk in the woods… while
meditating and feeling half inclined to give it up, that the command of Christ, ‘Go into all the world and preach
the Gospel to every creature,’ was presented to my mind with such clearness and power, that I came to a full
decision, and resolved to obey the command at all events.” From this time, he never doubted his destiny. He
purposed himself in all ways “to the golden shore.”
Eventually, Adoniram met the Karen tribe in Burma. They were jungle dwellers and open to the truth of Christianity.
One particular legend led to a ready acceptance of the Bible. A Creator called “Y’wa,” had seven sons, the Karen
were first-born, the white man the youngest. Y’aw was to go on a journey and invited the Karen to go with him.
The Karen refused; he had to clear his field. The Burman also refused. Finally the white brother went with Y’wa.
When they reached the “celestial shore,” Y’wa made a silver and gold book for the Karen, a palm-leaf book for the
Burman and a parchment book for the white man. But the white man kept the silver and gold book for himself,
and sent the Burman with the parchment book to the Karen. The Karen, who was still busy clearing his field,
scarcely looked at the book. He left it on a stump. When he burned his clearing, the book was ruined; the pigs and
chickens ate what was left. But, said the legend, some day the white brother would bring the Karen the lost book
from across the water.
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Adoniram, to many, was “that one.” After years of painstaking work,
even while in prison, Adoniram completed the translation of the
Scriptures into the Burmese language on January 31, 1834.
“Thanks be to God, I have knelt down before Him with the
last leaf in my hand. May He make His own inspired word
the grand instrument of filling all Burmese with songs
of praise to our Great God and Savior Jesus Christ.
Amen.”
And so it did, in particular for the Karen tribe. Many
embraced Jesus Christ as Savior, establishing a
strong faith that would pass from generation to
generation. But life was not to be peaceful for
the Karen. In the late 1800’s, existing ethnic and
religious differences were exploited as a way
to carry out colonial rule. The Karen were
hard workers. They loved their country
and fought alongside the colonial British
against the invading Japanese, who
were in turn aided by other Burmese
tribes. When the Japanese captured the
capital, Yangoon, British forces retreated
to India. The Karen were left at the mercy
of the Burmese and Japanese who began
systematically killing them. When the
allied forces recaptured Myanmar (Burma)
in 1945, the Karen believed their aid to the
British would earn them their own independent
state. This was denied. In fact, the Karen were
labeled as traitors and when Myanmar gained
independence in 1948, the ethnic fracture escalated
into civil war - a conflict that continues to this day. Peace
was not to be a way of life for the Karen; yet the peace of
God would reign in their hearts.
Close to Yangoon on March 19,1960, Nor Nor was born
into a Karen Christian family. He knew the story of the
man who brought the Good News. “We had troubles but
we read the Bible and we knew this was the right way.”
The biggest trouble Nor Nor and his family faced was simply
being from the Karen tribe. As a young boy, life was unsettled. To be seen by the
Burmese army was to be shot. “I was afraid. I didn’t want to die,” Nor Nor remembers.
“We would go off to daily activities and work, not knowing what would happen while
we were separated. We had a secret word. When it was spoken, the message was - run
for your lives.” At age 24, Nor Nor’s running led him to Thailand. This added a second
pursuer, the Thai government, for he was in the country illegally. He continued this
life of unsettledness and flight for several years. “Always just doing the next thing…
the next thing. But always with a sense that God was with me.” The “next thing” finally
led him to work in the town of Mae Sot.
Soon, Nor Nor would no longer run alone. In God’s personal way, He was working
in another family. Paw Law Eh arrived in Thailand at age 13. Her grandfather was
Buddhist. The family land was divided into 4 sections, for his 4 daughters. Three
2018 LEGACY PUBLICATION • ISSUE 1
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plots of land were surrounded by Buddhism. Paw Law Eh’s family home was surrounded by
Christians. She grew up watching them pray and was included in Sunday School. She thought
of her grandfather, “When he dies, where is he going to go live?” She heard answers to hard
questions from the Christians, answers that made sense. She believed. And when she had
to leave the family to work in the town of Mae Sot, she did so with an awareness of God’s
presence.
In 1988, Nor Nor and Paw Law Eh married and found strength in their common suffering and
their common belief in Jesus Christ. Together, they would do the next thing. They settled in
a small Thai town on the border, living in fear of both Burmese and Thai. Through the years,
on the run, and now in this treacherous refuge, Nor Nor and his family clung to their faith in
God and His Son Jesus Christ. He would be their stronghold. People continued to come to
this safe-haven town and the refugee camp slowly built up around Nor Nor and Paw Law Eh.
As numbers grew, agencies from around the world came and returned home to publicize the
tragedy. The United Nations helped and the Thai government began to provide protection
and some provision.
There was hope. But, hope for what? “A better life,” says Paw Law Eh. And yet, the deepest
desire was to go home. “No one wants to go to a refugee camp… or even to a new land. We
longed for home.” But, the heart cry of the Karen was once again, not to be a reality. Life was
confined to the camp. And yet, as life does, it continued. Day after day. Birthdays passed.
Children were born. Prayers were lifted. God was praised. For Sarah, born in 1994, life in the
camp was “normal.” When she was born, she had no shirt to wear.
Even growing up, her one shirt needed to be “fast-dried” over
the fire during rainy season. Disease was prevalent. Food was
scarce. But there were many children as playmates. Sarah had
no knowledge of a world outside the fences. But Nor Nor and
Paw Law Eh did.
So, when the opportunity came for Karen refugees to come
to the United States, Nor Nor and Paw Law Eh made a difficult
choice. With no hope of returning to their home in Burma,
they looked towards the “next thing” for their family. They
moved towards the hope of safety, education, and spiritual
peace for their children. They knew this new land
was the land that had sent
Adoniram Judson with the
good news. They knew this
was a place where they
could be Karen Christians
without fear. The unknowns
they would leave in the
hands of their faithful God.
In 2008, Nor Nor’s family
arrived in Texas. Why Texas?
“This is where we were
assigned,” says Nor Nor. And
so he followed the steps of
Abraham. “Go, to the land I will
show you.” What kind of faith
lets go of all control and rests in
the whim of an unknown person,
grasping at no rights or personal
demands? This is a faith grown
24
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through testing, a faith that is placed in no person, but
the enormous and sovereign hands of the God who has
proven Himself faithful in the village, the jungle, and
the camp.

faith in a far-off land? Did Nor Nor and Paw Law Eh
imagine as they lived in their small house in the refugee
camp that their daughter would one day return and
speak hope to those who remained?

Nor Nor, Paw Law Eh, and their family found a home
at First Baptist Church San Antonio. Here, they have
led and encouraged many who share a similar journey.
Sarah set her heart on this new beginning. She learned
English, studied, and gave herself to the next things
God had for her. In 2015, Sarah went on a mission trip
to Thailand with a friend. She walked the streets of Mae
Sot and memories returned. Mae La Refugee camp,
although not the same camp where she lived, flooded
her with familiar sights and sounds.

Did Adoniram Judson ever imagine that his beloved
Karen people would one day arrive in his own country,
bringing the reality of his message and evidence of his
obedience to “Go?”

In Mae La, a bridge separates one part of the camp from
the other. Foreigners cannot cross the bridge. But, Sarah,
blending into the beautiful Karen faces, crossed freely
and often during the visit. She carried encouragement,
smiles, God’s Word, and hope.
Did Nor Nor ever imagine, as he fled through the jungle,
that his children would one day speak freely of their

Sarah and Susan just returned from a second trip
to Mae La camp in February. Sarah was instrumental
as they taught a class of 27 Karen-speaking men and
women about Moving Forward From Trauma.
Go to fbcsa.org/missionsblog
to read about their journey.

One new beginning leading to another… and as of yet,
the story unfinished.

Update:

NEW CHANGES
Written By: Susan Habegger • Interviewed By: Brogan Henderson • Photos Contributed

New beginnings… Fall is the time of year for students to close the door on
one chapter and begin another. Brogan Henderson recently spoke in 2017
with Mary Beth Lane and Rachel Hufty about their new endeavors. Mary Beth
began college at Howard Payne University, majoring in Elementary Education.
Rachel began youth group as an incoming sixth grader. Both Mary Beth
and Rachel look over their shoulders with fond memories and forward with
anticipation. Let’s listen in on the conversation.
“From the time I was born, I had church family who loved me and prayed for
me.” Mary Beth treasures growing up and worshipping at FBC with friends
and family. “I will miss Pastor Don’s children’s sermons and his often repeated
words from the heart: ‘I love my Bible; I read it every day.’” Her FBC family has
prepared her through prayer and guidance for this journey. Rick and Brogan
Henderson were instrumental in the “push” toward HPU. Friends at Impact
Camp and Senior Send-Off instilled confidence that she will be upheld in
prayer and cared for, even in another city. What else brings a longing look
back towards San Antonio? “Not having Alamo Café’s chips, tortillas, and
queso whenever I want!”
Rachel has some sweet memories of her own. Sunday School
teachers are at the top of the list. “I especially remember 4th
grade with Mr. and Mrs. Naumann.” Jimmy Gunn and the
children’s ministry staff helped her prepare to move forward to
the youth ministry. “Jimmy was always around to help us learn.”
Rachel is going to miss the “usual routine… and Room 206!”
It sounds like there were some fantastic things happening in
that special room.
So, Mary Beth, what do you anticipate? “I am most excited
to make new friends and gain more responsibilities. Living
on my own will be both fun and challenging… including
doing my own laundry!” Exciting as it is, Mary Beth has a
few concerns as well. She will be living in a building with
over 400 girls! Now, that is a change. “I am most anxious
about not having my parents there to guide me through
decisions… and not having my home as a place of
escape.”

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

“From the time I was born, I had church
family who loved me and prayed for me.”
- Mary Beth Lane
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“Make the most of everything and each
situation! Enjoy the time you have with one
another. Take advantage of the time that you
have in the children’s ministry.”
- Rachel Hufty

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

“What is it like to be a middle schooler?” Rachel is ready
to find out! “New friends, middle school all-nighter, choir,
advice from the older youth… spending more time with
my dad!” She is ready to absorb every part! Are you
nervous at all? “I won’t get to see some of my friends as
often… and the new routine will be harder.” We know
Rachel will adjust quickly and soon the new routine will
be “usual.”
As they move on, let’s get some advice from Mary
Beth and Rachel. Mary Beth, what would you say to
current youth students? “Spend time pouring into the
younger kids. Mentoring blesses them… and you! It
is also important to stay connected with the youth
who have graduated. See what God is doing in their
lives.” Mary Beth’s final piece of advice is profound
for all of us, “It is ok to be selfish with your personal
time with God. There is nothing more precious and
fulfilling than when you are spending time alone
with God.”
And Rachel, what would you say to children who are currently
in the children’s ministry? “Make the most of everything and each situation!
Enjoy the time you have with one another. Take advantage of the time that
you have in the children’s ministry.” We could all benefit from that advice - “to
make the most of everything.”
As Mary Beth closes the door behind her, she hopes to have left a legacy
through the Girls’ Bible Study, in which she invested “time and heart.” The
girls’ moms have shared how the study has impacted their daughters.
“It is rewarding to hear how important Girls’ Bible Study has been
for the girls, both for the fellowship and for the growth in personal
relationship with God.”
Rachel’s final question was a difficult one for a sixth grader. “What kind
of legacy do you hope you can create in the next seven years?” Her
answer is a perfect way to end an interview about new beginnings.
“I hope that others will see me as a brave person. You never have to
be afraid because you know that every moment can be happy if you
choose to be happy.” Bravery in the face of new beginnings is a very
wise choice.
And so we pray God’s blessings on Mary Beth, Rachel, and all our
youth as they embark. "See, I am sending an angel ahead of you
to guard you along the way and to bring you to the place I have
prepared” (Exodus 23:20.)
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My Child
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The clouds may burst,
And all around be covered by the flood.
But for all of its destruction,
It brings with it some good.

Do not despair!
Have faith and hope, and love in ev'ry trial.
Your steps are ordered, --when you fall,
I'll carry you for a mile.

Unless it dies,
A grain of wheat will always be alone.
But where it falls upon the soil,
A whole new plant will grow.

Give thanks always!
Look not upon, your things--but those of others!
The Rest you've found, I plan to give,
Tomorrow to your brothers.

They're scattered 'round.
Like little stars, or flecks of golden dust.
The many blessings I bestow
Will never come to rust.

How can you sing?
In foreign lands, with Gilead far away?
Or is it now, if in your heart,
Its promise and peace remains?

Give up, my child.
And I'll reveal the beauty of My plan.
Have faith in Me, for looking back,
Someday, you'll understand.

You cry in anguish,-Listen Child, the burdens are My gift!
You can make no greater difference,
For those your prayers uplift.

When weakness comes,
And strength to fight has withered in the dust.
My grace is sufficient for thee...
But ask for it you must.

I've placed you here.
Remember that! Walk with Me every day.
And you will find the greatest joy,
In learning all My ways.

You are in the desert,
Far from home, but look up and you will see.
Beside you walks another,
Who hears unspoken pleas.

~ E. Johnson
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Finding Legacy
ASK, SEEK, SNAP

Building a Church

FBCSA began meeting over 100 years ago, right where we meet today! Since that time we have
always asked the Lord to help us build this wonderful place where His name will be Glorified.
Sometimes it's a new playground filled with laughter or a quiet place to study His word. Follow
these steps to find these cornerstones and learn about our LEGACY.

1

2

3

ASK

SEEK

SNAP

Grab a grown up and a
camera

Use the map and clues
to start exploring

Find the symbol on the
ground to take the
perfect snap
CORNERSTONES TO FIND

McCullough

A SANCTUARY

Weddings, Concerts,
Performances, Prayer,
Spanish Service
Completed: 1925

Avenue B

Avenue A

B WEST HALL

Choir Rehearsals,
ROYAL
AMBASSADORS,
GIRLS IN ACTION,
Fancy stuff
Completed:1960
C SECOND CHURCH

A

B

C

Main Sunday Service,
Christmas Completed:
1934

Fourth Street
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PRAY FIRST
Gathered By: Kappie Coffee
Pray First taken from Seek God for the City 2018.
Used with permission.

A HUNGRY HEART

Seek God on behalf of POOR
“I know that the LORD secures justice for the poor and upholds the cause of the
needy.” (Psalm 140:12)
Pray that the spiritual and physical needs of the poor will be met with dignity
and stability. Pray that God will release them from cycles of oppression and
despair so that the poor are transformed to become God’s blessing for others.

OFFICER SAL

Seek God on behalf of LAW ENFORCEMENT
“Blessed are they who maintain justice, who constantly do what is right.”
(Psalm 106:3)
Pray for godly wisdom and Christ-like integrity; for physical and emotional
protection; for courage and blessing for their families. Pray that they will
become agents of God’s hand to resist evil and bring an environment in
which heaven’s justice can increase.

NEW BEGINNINGS

Seek God on behalf of PASTORS
“Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your care … Cast all your anxiety
on Him because He cares for you.” (1 Peter 5:2,7)
Pray that pastors and church leaders will be filled with wisdom; that they will
be honored by those they serve; that God will pour His Spirit upon them in
power and humility, and give fresh intimacy with Jesus; for protection from
the plots of the evil one against their families; that deep friendships with
other pastors will grow.
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TIME TO UPROOT

Seek God on behalf of MILITARY PERSONNEL
“A centurion came to Him, asking for help … When Jesus heard this He was
astonished and said … “I tell you the truth, I have not found anyone in Israel
with such great faith.” (Matthew 8:5-10)
Pray for members of the military and their families who live in our city. Pray
for the gospel to spread through the special relationships of military life; for
wisdom as military personnel carry responsibilities in peace and in war; for
grace upon chaplains and other spiritual leaders; that God will fortify families
stretched by numerous moves and separations.

TO BURMA AND BACK

Seek God on behalf of REFUGEES
“He defends the cause of the fatherless and the widow, and loves the alien,
giving him food and clothing. And you are to love those who are aliens, for you
yourselves were aliens in Egypt.” (Deuteronomy 10:18-19)
Pray for safe, legal immigration; that authorities will act wisely to provide and
protect. Pray for Christians to open their homes and neighborhoods in wise
and helpful ways; for the gospel to be heard, drawing many to Christ. Pray for
families to be reunited and for those desiring to return to homelands to be
granted temporary asylum and swift repatriation. Pray for immigration to take
place legally and honorably.

RELEASE

Seek God on behalf of SINGLE PEOPLE
“One who is unmarried is concerned about the things of the Lord, how he may
please the Lord.“ (1Corinthians 7:32)
Pray that Christ will fill singles, hearts with His love; that they may taste the
satisfaction found only in God; that friendships will bring ample fullness of
relationship; for sexual purity and simplicity of lifestyle. Pray for those single by
divorce or death, that they would find healing and new hope for life ahead.

NEW CHANGES

Seek God on behalf of YOUTH
“Then our sons in their youth will be like well-nurtured plants, and our
daughters will be like pillars carved to adorn a palace.
… Blessed are the people whose God is the Lord.” (Psalm 144:12-15
Pray for teens to commit their lives to Christ; for authentic friendships with their
peers who are following Jesus; for open trust and communication with parents;
for God’s intentions for their generation to come forth in fullest measure.
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