FA
I

A PUBLICATION OF

TH

•

H

O

PE

•

LO

VE

Message From

Editorial Board

Soon Pastor Don will be retiring and the concept of living and leaving a
Godly legacy will have a special meaning to our FBCSA family. He will be
retired but his legacy of faith, hope and love ( 1 Thessalonians 1: 1-3) will
live on through the lives he has touched. This is exemplified in his own
words when he wrote in the Everyday Prayer blogs:
“To trust Christ, to walk by the Spirit in a material/secular age is a
daily demanding task. And a lonely one. But we are not alone!
Believers are always surrounded by people from the past
(now living in heavenly places) who also walked by faith
and therefore understand the challenges we face.”
•
“With God, for God, at church, in the world,
love is our main task and the standard by which
the world identifies us. Scripture defines it.
Love is sacrifice made for the welfare of others.”
•
“Hope in the heart is a powerful influence for good.
An absolutely necessary part of the Christian life!”
While Pastor Don’s legacy is so meaningful to all of us, there are many
FBCSA stories of young and old, past and present yet to be told.
This second issue of “Legacy” features members of our Church body,
which you may have never known, who have heard God’s calling to serve
and answered humbly. With your help there will be many more stories to
come. Please feel free to email frances@fbcsa.org with any FBCSA names
of members you believe should be featured in a future publication.
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A MESSAGE FROM

Pastor Scott Lane
If you were to describe First Baptist Church San Antonio to your neighbor or
fellow worker, what would you talk about? What would they be most interested
in knowing? What would cause them to become more intrigued about our
church? Dynamic Worship? Engaging Bible Study? Programs for Kids and Teens?
Special Events? Meaningful Friendships? Serving and Ministering?
Perhaps some or all of these would be appropriate. But the thread that runs
through each of these is a larger narrative of God’s love and grace. I think that’s
why we love stories. God has always used stories to touch the human heart. So, as
you read this issue of Legacy, look for God’s love and grace in the midst of these
stories, experiences, and ministry. Then, tell them to your children, neighbors,
and co-workers. He just might reveal His love and grace to them through the
narratives and experiences of our church family.

- Living & Leaving A Godly Legacy -

Contributors
WRITERS:
Susan Spoon Cindy Muir Frances Allen Chris Georges
PHOTOS:
David Wickersham Mikel Allen
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In 2016, the whole church joined
in a year of special celebrationfull of music, memory-making
events, and times of rejoicing. It
was the Sanctuary Choir’s 100th
anniversary. There have been many
volunteers who have contributed to
this wonderful ministry. Historically,
Eleanor Lester was the exemplary
music librarian volunteer who set
the high standard for those who
would work and follow her lead
into the 21st century in service to
the Sanctuary Choir.
During the past two decades,
there have been four selfless and
practically invisible volunteer
music librarians serving the FBCSA
Sanctuary Choir: Don and Betty
Norville, Emily Fox, and Janie
Jones. Actually, none of them is a
trained “librarian.” However, each
has a special connection with the
Sanctuary Choir family, either as
choir members (Don and Janie) or
as their family members. Don and
Betty are husband and wife. Emily
and Janie are sisters. They are
also great friends who work well
together and, as they will confess,
“share a life-long trait of being
‘slightly OCD’ – a trait that has
relevance for a ‘librarian’.”

With the exciting growth of the
Sanctuary Choir and its everincreasing avenues of service,
there have been corresponding
needs for additional space, not
only for choir rehearsals, but also
for the treasured holdings in the
music library, robing rooms, and
work areas. Throughout each period
of growth, the church has valued
the needs of its Sanctuary Choir.
When the choir outgrew its second
floor Choir Suite, it was provided
Wednesday night rehearsal space
in Unity Hall plus robing room and
work space in multi-purpose auxiliary
rooms in Fellowship Hall. And now,
through the generous gifts of FBCSA
members, a brand new music library
has been built on the second
floor of the New West Hall, with
shelving that these volunteer music
librarians describe as absolutely
spectacular in every way.
The Sanctuary Choir now owns a
vast music library of more than
2,000 anthems and collections. It is
awesome to consider the inspired
decisions of present and past
music ministers as they chose the
music. Throughout all of those
100 years, the music selections
have a consistent adherence
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to the messages of Scripture – sung with
commitment of heart and voice with the
purpose of glorifying God and enhancing the
worship experience for all. There is, however,
one noticeable change: the price of the first
piece of music in the library was only 10 cents!
Awareness is a constant goal of these
volunteers. They wish to maintain a keen
awareness of ways they may enhance the
comfort level and the time efficiency of the
Music Minister, his staff, and choir members
as each one honors a call to serve the Lord
through worship experiences with the
Sanctuary Choir. Their part means striving
for flexibility, dependability, invisibility, and
creative thinking to help implement the
worship plans of the Music Minister and to
assure the availability and order of music for
each choir member.
A variety of activities is needed to accomplish
the music librarian’s role. Flexibility is a key as
they adjust to holiday and concert schedules,
to space availability, and to unexpected
situations that may arise. Typically, the four
of them work together in a multi-use space in
Fellowship Hall on Wednesdays and Fridays
from about 9:00 in the morning until they
finish their work.
Wednesdays are devoted to preparing a folder
of music for each choir member that will be in
the order of rehearsal for that evening. They
meet briefly with Aaron and Barbie to receive
their instructions and words of wisdom. Then,
they get to work. There are notebooks with
music from the preceding Sunday to empty,

sort, repair, and file. While filing in the Music
Library, they search for the newly selected
anthems and hymns, then take them back to
their work area
On Thursdays, Don and Betty prepare
the hymn sheets and take care of other
logistics that streamline Friday’s work. To
help organize the work, Janie makes Sign
Out sheets for the choir’s use and various
spreadsheets on which the librarians place
their Xs and Os.
On Fridays, there are notebooks of music to be
prepared for each choir member who plans to
be in the loft on Sunday. These individualized
notebooks each contain, in order of use in
Sunday’s service, the selected hymn sheets
and the anthems that the respective choir
member used and marked with pencil
notes during rehearsal. In addition, these
notebooks will have current Sermon Notes,
Scripture readings, a condensed choir agenda
for the service, and a Sunday service bulletin.
Our church and the entire community
have always been grateful for the special
opportunities of worship as magnificent
concerts are offered by the Sanctuary Choir
and Music Ministry. This requires significant
additional preparation.
In September, at the Choir’s Fall Retreat,
rehearsal begins on music for the Christmas
concerts which are performed on the second
weekend of December. By the weekend of
the retreat, new music for Christmas has
been ordered and received, music already
in our library has been located and counted,
and concert notebooks have been created
with the choir member’s identifying number
in place on the spine. Between September
and concert time in December, these concert
notebooks are transported in special carts,
along with weekly rehearsal folders, for their
round-trip to the site of subsequent rehearsals
- from their work space in Fellowship Hall
to Unity Hall or to the Sanctuary and back.
Being physically fit is a definite asset for this
work!
There are usually 150 to 160 singers in
the Sanctuary Choir. They are parents,
teachers of various age groups and subjects,
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homemakers, scientists, doctors, counselors,
lawyers, military, care givers, professional musicians,
journalists, business owners, office workers . . . . So
many professions and, yet, they all share the pure
joy of singing to the Lord with others who love the
Lord. Actually, some of the most breathtaking and
profound times of worship for the Sanctuary Choir
members come during rehearsals. In addition, they
follow their call to serve as deacons, Sunday school
teachers, in missions, and countless other ways
that make a wonderful difference in lives and in the
ongoing ministry of FBCSA.
These four amazing volunteers not only know the
names and faces of all choir members, but also their
unique choir number which is used for their robe
assignment and music materials. As they work,
these numbers are used so frequently that they have
inadvertently memorized them. If you should ever
overhear them talking while handling the music
folders, you might hear a whole conversation just
using numbers instead of names. They see that
Choir members’ pencils are sharpened, and that
they have access to the Kleenex and cough drops
that are provided by generous choir members. They
straighten the robes on the racks. And best of all,
they feel privileged to pray for choir members and
their families.
If you look at the operation of the total Music
Ministry, the part played by the music librarians is like
a small square on a beautifully crafted quilt. Their
actions are creative and nearly invisible as they seek
to be effective in promoting a worshipful attitude
and a smooth and efficient process of handling choir
music. Their wish for everyone who participates in
the ministry of the Sanctuary Choir is that they will
feel more at peace because they can trust the music
librarians to handle their music well (and provide
forgiveness when needed).
It is evident that they have found joy in being a part
of the rich history of the Sanctuary Choir. These
four music librarians will tell you: “Gifts that are
truly meaningful - ones that are rare and are to be
cherished forever - sometimes come in unusual
packages and forms. Our special gift is just ‘The Best.’
We feel blessed to be the volunteer music librarians
for the FBCSA Sanctuary Choir!” What an amazing
reflection of the servitude of Christ!
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Who would have thought that scrolling through Facebook would eventually
lead to a life-saving medical procedure and two changed lives? God did.
A connection was made through social media that resulted in a once in a
lifetime blessing for two members of First Baptist Church, San Antonio. This
marvelous and unique story starts with two young adults who knew each
other through the Singles Ministry at FBCSA.
Tim Puckett joined First Baptist in 2013 and it wasn’t long before he met
Jennifer Schlueter. Jennifer wasn’t a member at the time, but after visiting
faithfully for years she became a church member in March of this year. Tim
is an orthopedic and sports physical therapist and Jennifer is an elementary
teacher. Jennifer suffered with IgA Nephropathy, which affected her kidneys
and led to dialysis. “Any time I would get sick, my body attacked my kidneys.
In 2004 I was told a transplant would be inevitable.” She was encouraged by
her medical team to begin to put a plea for a kidney donor out on Facebook.
Although a bit unconventional, this action proved to be successful.
Jennifer began to post a weekly request for friends to volunteer and apply
to be a kidney donor. The process of becoming a donor is lengthy and
involved, starting with completing the application. Next comes a blood test
to determine the applicant’s blood type and if the blood type is approved, a
long medical history form is completed. Tim and Jennifer’s application was

Post A Story....
submitted to University Hospital, where the data was then scrutinized. After
passing this hurdle, medical testing began. Tim had to have further blood
work completed, which translated into giving sixteen vials of blood. There
was an EKG performed to check his heart, followed by a chest x-ray and
finally, a CT scan of his kidneys. The final phase was a series of interviews
with the medical team that determines the final match.
Before Tim started the donor application process, there were many other
possible donors who contacted Jennifer. She told each one, ‘Thank you,
I greatly appreciate it. Please keep me posted.” Actually, Jennifer was
scheduled to receive a kidney from another donor, who backed out of the
process a week before the surgery date. Jennifer was nearing the point in
which her body would fail to react positively to dialysis, so she knew she
could be nearing the end of her life.

Tim
Puckett

POSTED A COMMENT

“I paused and thought that
this is not something I can
scroll past. God spoke to
me in that moment and
said, ‘don’t dismiss this;
see if you’re eligible.’ I felt
called to apply and see if I
was her donor”
Like Comment Share

But then, Tim happened upon her Facebook post and stopped when he read it. He said that most times when
reading a need from a Facebook friend, he stops and prays for them, but goes on scrolling. This time was
different, however. “I paused and thought that this is not something I can scroll past. God spoke to me in that
moment and said, ‘don’t dismiss this; see if you’re eligible.’ I felt called to apply and see if I was her donor” After he
endured the long testing process and learned they were a match, he gained permission to call Jennifer and tell
her himself that he would be giving her his kidney.

Jennifer
Schlueter

POSTED A COMMENT

“When I called him, he
told me that we were a
match and he was my
donor.”

“I was hooked up to the dialysis machine when I received a message from
Tim,” Jennifer said. “He asked me to call him and I thought it was regarding
a church-related matter. “When I called him, he told me that we were a
match and he was my donor.” She burst into tears, having prayed for the
Lord to send her a donor that was a Godly person. “I knew Tim and the kind
of person he was and knew that God sent him.”

Jennifer continued to pray fervently that they would both stay healthy
during the 30 days before the scheduled surgery date. When the day
Like Comment Share
arrived, both Jennifer’s and Tim’s families met early that morning at
University Hospital. They were set up in operating rooms which were side
by side. There was a television screen on the wall of each operating room,
so that the doctors could watch the process of Tim’s kidney being removed and then it was rushed in to be
transplanted into Jennifer. Awakening from the anesthesia, she immediately began to feel new energy. “It was
like turning on a light switch,” she said.
So how are they today? I spoke with Tim and Jennifer on the six-month anniversary of the surgery and they are
both good. Tim had to stay at home for six weeks after the surgery to regain strength and the fifteen pounds
he lost after the procedure, but other than having a few dietary restrictions, he is back to his productive life. He
recently opened Puckett Physical Therapy in Leon Valley, so he is a new business owner. Jennifer had to be home
from teaching for four months and will be on various medications for the rest of her life. She initially had to take
things slowly, but now moves and even talks faster. She is back in the classroom and no more dialysis!
She is so thankful that their families met and got to know each other. She desired for her family to see her
strength in the Lord and said, “I love how God orchestrated things. I love seeing how God works. I continue to
give the Lord Praise and thanks.” When I asked Tim what changed in him after the transplant experience, he said,
“God taught me what it means to sacrifice for someone. I now better appreciate Christ’s sacrifice for us and know
how to better serve the Lord and love others.” What a marvelous testimony to His direction in our lives and to
how He provides for us. Tim’s first ever surgery was to save Jennifer’s life. Thank you, Lord, for their story and for
your mercy.

An Interview With Holly Guthrie and Amy Johnson
Interview By: Susan Spoon Photos By: David Wickersham & Mikel Allen

Their walks of faith:
Amy: I grew up in a strong Christian home. My mom
took us to church every Sunday and Wednesday. I’m
the youngest of four, and all my siblings know the
Lord. I would say I was resistant at first; I believed in
God, but I wanted to know that my salvation was real.
I went on a mission trip when I was 13, my first year in
youth group. At the end of the week, we were given
postcards you could check: missions, believer, etc. I
checked off that I had accepted Christ because I had
never done that before. Our youth pastor brought
me into a room with my brother and sister, and we
all prayed the prayer of salvation together. I didn’t
change much. I rebelled and was a difficult teenager.
My mom really wrestled with me and prayed with
me. She sat me down after I had gotten in trouble

one summer and said, “You’re not going this route
like you think you’re going to go. So you’ll stay home
until you allow the Lord to change your heart.” I
was allowed to go to church and that was it. I went
on another mission trip, this time to Pennsylvania.
I wasn’t excited because I didn’t have any friends
going, but I went. It was there, in the teaching and
the quiet times that I heard the Lord speak to me for
the first time. I received a letter from my mom saying,
“I’m praying the Lord will speak to you through the
teaching and quiet times.” Her prayers reinforced that
it really was the Lord. I continued to have one foot
in the world and one foot at church and I thinking I
could live in both. I went on a college visit to Baylor,
and God very clearly called me to go there. At Baylor I
was involved in the Baptist Student Ministries, where
I was on freshman council and in a family group,
about 10 freshmen and a sophomore leader. The
Lord really grew me, in that, and I felt He brought

that other foot that was in the world over to Him.
That’s where I began to really live a true Christian
life. I figured out I could have fun being a Christian,
which made me feel safe and secure and good. And I
began dating Chris.
Holly: I grew up in what I thought was a Christian
home. We were very active in our Presbyterian
church, but it was a Sunday morning kind of faith.
In the Presbyterian Church, when you’re 11, you
become part of a communicants’ class, and that is
your baptism into the church. I don’t remember
any discussion about a personal relationship with
Christ, emphasis on the Bible or Bible study. I was
part of that church until I graduated high school.
Morally, it was a very strong home, but there was no
depth at all into Christianity. I moved to Washington,
D.C. I moved to Chicago. I did the full glamorous
lifestyle of one foot in the world and occasionally
going to church. Then I moved to Miami and got
into a church where I believe honestly I heard my
first gospel message. There was an evangelism team
that came and spoke to me in my apartment, shared
their testimonies and asked if I wanted to pray to
receive Christ. I was pretty hostile to them, and said,
“No, but I will begin to do some study on my own.”
I went to a Christian bookstore the next day and
bought Basic Christianity by John Stott. I didn’t get
halfway through that little book before I could see
what a profession of faith was. So in my apartment,
as a single adult, I prayed to receive Christ. God
drew me into a church body, and the women in that
church took me in. The pastor’s wife was the first
pastor’s wife I’d ever known who I could tell really
cared about me. From that point forward, I began to
grow. I was in that church, when a couple of years
later, I met Don.

Their love stories:
Amy: My brother Bo met Chris at Baylor and he
introduced us. He came home with Bo a few times,
and I liked him as a friend—I didn’t think much
about it. We went to my senior prom together,
but just as friends. Then when I went to Baylor, my
brother, Chris, and I would hang out a lot. He and
my brother were leaders in the freshman council, we
were all part of the same group of friends. He was
always very kind to me. I had a crush on him that
first semester I was at Baylor, but dated other people
because he was my brother’s friend and figured he
didn’t think of me that way. On Valentine’s Day, and
my brother asked him to set up flowers and dancing
for him and his girlfriend. Chris called me and said,
“I don’t have my car; can you take me? We’ll go do

this for Bo.” I thought...I have a test tomorrow; I don’t
have time for that!” But I went, and we set it all up.
Afterwards, ate at Wendy’s...it’s very telling of our
relationship that our first date was at Wendy’s. Then
we drove all around Waco, I was driving, and we
eventually ended up holding hands. It just kind of
happened! We got back to campus and I was driving
him to his apartment when he said, “Don’t you think
we should talk about this?” So we went to the marina
and that whole, “I like you” and “I like you” and “We’re
going to date now” conversation happened. I said right
off, “You need to go tell Bo.” I can remember staying
up all night because I was so excited, and called my
mom at 7 a.m. After we had dated for a while, Chris
said, “We’re going go out for our year and eight month
anniversary!”. I was remembering the Wendy’s thing,
and thinking he’s not a big romantic and doesn’t
do grand gestures. But he had arranged to have
different friends bring me a flower and a note in
every class. He did really well! That evening he took
me for a nice dinner and then we went to the marina,
where we had started dating. All his fraternity brothers
were there, and that’s where he proposed. We got
married the next July.
Holly: Ours was not a college romance, for sure.
I was single in my mid-30s and a member of a
Presbyterian church. Don was the singles minister
at the Baptist church down the street. He was in a
men’s Bible study, and this guy in there knew me
from the Presbyterian Church and said, “Every time I
think about you, I think about Holly Holm, so I think
you ought to call her.” The first night we went out,
I think we both knew that this was very different
from any other relationship. It was a little rocky for
the first couple of weeks because he wanted to
be together all the time, and it was very new for
me to have somebody be that attentive! I thought
something must be wrong here! But after the first
few weeks, I think we both knew where we were
headed. We started dating in September 1984 and
were married in March of 1985. It was quick.

Did you ever dream you’d be
the wife of a pastor?
Holly: Absolutely not! But I was not an ambitious
person. I’m not sure I even had dreams of what my
life was supposed to look like. I never had terribly
serious relationships or thought about who I
would marry. I guarantee you, the kids I graduated
from high school with would never have guessed
that I would marry a pastor! My 50th high school
reunion a couple of years ago was very interesting;

2018 LEGACY PUBLICATION • ISSUE 2

11

they asked me to pray at the reunion because
several in there knew the direction my life had
taken. So there was a lot of ‘splaining to do about
my spiritual journey! I’m glad to talk about it,
because I think the Lord is always glorified by a
transformed life. One of the most important verses
to me is Isaiah 43:7- “I have created you for My
glory.” I remember hearing that for the first time,
and probably within the last ten years, thinking,
“It makes such a difference in a person’s life when
they know their purpose.” Until I received Christ,
purpose and meaning meant nothing to me. I
didn’t know what they were, and I didn’t ask.
Amy: No. I can remember telling my youth
minister that I would never marry a pastor. There
was no reason for me to say that, but I remember
the conversation. I dated people in high school,
but I never thought about marriage. I really
didn’t think I’d marry someone I met in college.
I wondered where I would meet the person I’d
marry, but I didn’t have a plan. Chris knew he
wanted to be a
pastor when we
started dating.
Knowing this,
I struggled
because I didn’t
feel a calling to
ministry at that
time. So I prayed
about dating
Chris, and I felt
the Lord lead
us together.
Eventually, I
knew that I was
called to his wife. I think people who really knew
me would be surprised. My family went to church,
we were very committed, but if you really knew
me, and you looked at my family, my sisters were
much better suited for the role of pastor’s wife
than me. But my mom once said to me, “You’re
‘David’. You’re not the obvious choice or the
expected one, but God’s going to do a lot in your
life.” God doesn’t call the equipped; He equips
those He calls.

12

Have you had models/ideals
for this role?
Holly: Early on, I didn’t look for mentors. I worked
for Chuck Colson in Washington, and his wife
Patty was a beautiful hostess. During those years,
I would often go early and help them entertain.
I think I learned from her valuable people skills
and how to be a hostess. I wouldn’t say she was
a mentor or a role model, but I learned much
from her. When I got to my Presbyterian church
in Miami, the pastor’s wife took me in, and there
was also another lady in charge of the women’s
ministries who “adopted” me. Her husband had
died just before I got there, so I didn’t know him.
We grew very close and remain close still. I learned
so much from her. She was a diligent student
of the Bible and represented God beautifully
in everything she did. These women were role
models, although not officially mentors. God
placed them there even though I didn’t realize it.
Also, I am so much my mother. She was nurturing,
but she was also pretty tough: non-pampering,
take care of yourself, don’t depend on someone
else. So even though I might not have considered
it, I was learning those things growing up, I am
grateful for everything I learned from her.
Amy: For most of my growing up years, we had
a part-time pastor who taught at the seminary.
He was older, and I didn’t know his wife well. But
my youth minister’s wife played a huge role in
my discipleship. She was real with me, she knew
me and loved me. And even though she was an
adult, she was one of us. She related to us and
was honest about her life and her journey. That
allowed us, as teenagers, to be real with her. I also
learned a lot from my mom. She’s very hospitable.
She’s the first one to call people who have missed
Sunday school, and the first one to take dinner
to those in need. She cares deeply for people. A
subsequent pastor who was precious came when
I was in high school, and his wife taught youth
Sunday school. I remember her as also being very
real, eager to serve. They would come over to our
house and swim and spend time with our family.
Again, they loved me and were themselves—real
people—around me.
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Amy, what did you think of
the succession plan?
Amy: The first time I heard about it was July of
2016. Chris had come to me and said, “I want you to
consider the possibility that we might be moving
on.” And I just cried! Chris continued, “The pastor is
going to retire at First Baptist in San Antonio, and
they’re going to be bringing someone on.” I was
like, “Oh, Chris, no”. I didn’t know much about other
succession plans, but I knew some had been train
wrecks. I thought, “What if the pastor never retires?
What if they don’t like you?” Chris didn’t mention it
again for months so I just dismissed it. I knew nothing
about the people involved. The process sounded
intimidating and risky, and I’m not a risk-taker. Then
my heart began to soften throughout the interview
process with the Pastor Search committee. After
meeting Don and Holly, I knew that the Lord’s hand
was all over this new chapter of our lives. Walking with
God through the process has taken the anxiety of the
unknown away from me.

Holly, in what ways have
you guided Amy?
Holly: My main concern was that the people in the
church would let her be who she is, who God made
her to be, and to serve where she believes she is
supposed to serve. I don’t think I could’ve articulated
that when we came, but I believe that’s what the
church did for me. They didn’t expect me to play the
piano; they didn’t expect me to teach the Bible. They
let me be me. I want them to let Amy be Amy, because
she’s a beautiful person and will serve beautifully if
allowed to serve (as Ephesians 2 says) the way “God
has prepared in advance for her to do.”

As a pastor’s wife,
how guarded must
you be?

couples, Chris and I are regular, imperfect people.
It can be challenging to balance transparency
while maintaining a certain amount of privacy.
My kids are young, so we haven’t hit the more
difficult things of adolescence.
Holly: Jane Witcher says, “I never apologize for my
husband or my children.” I think that’s a very good
idea.” Even in Perry, I wanted people to know the
real Don and the real us. With me, what you see is
what you get. Sometimes I found myself getting in
trouble for trying to be funny or casual, but we didn’t
want our kids to feel the pressure of living in a fish
bowl. We let them be who they were, and they were
just like normal boys at church and they did normal
things. I probably go the opposite way of caution
and guardedness by trying to make us more real and
approachable. In terms of my relationship with Don, I
think it’s very important that I am always publicly and
privately, his best cheerleader.

What do you hope FBC has
been and / will be to your
children??
Holly: I couldn’t be more pleased with the legacy
that FBCSA has had in our boys’ lives. We wouldn’t
have known then, but I see them now both looking
to their church bodies as part of their families. They
are both in very strong small groups. And I know
that’s because what they saw growing up became
important to them. We checked with them all along
the way growing up because we didn’t want them to
feel better than anybody else or deprived because
their dad was working all the time. Most evenings
when the boys were home, Don was home. He didn’t
do committee meetings in the evenings. As stressed
as he was, family time was important to him. He made
family time important. So I see both boys doing that

Amy: In some areas it is necessary.
You find a handful of friends in
whom you can confide, but there
times we do need to be guarded
and protect our privacy. Like all
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same thing in their families. And it helps that they
married dreams of wives who feel the same way. That
is important to them.

How was it to serve one
congregation for 22 years??

Amy: I want it to be a place of community. I want
my children to feel connected and close to all
generations. I want them to be discipled, and to really
grow in a strong relationship with the Lord so that
when they leave, they continue that pattern. I don’t
want them to ever resent the church for Chris’ time, or
to resent the church because the feel the need to be
perfect. I don’t foresee that, but I want it to be a safe
community where they can grow close to the Lord.
Holly: I don’t know that our boys, who were in public
school, necessarily sought out non-believers to be
witnesses to. I think they naturally do it more now. But
little Avery (the Johnsons’ older daughter) has a little
girl she’s bringing to church, and I think it matters to
Avery that Lainey knows the same joy that she knows
in being in church. So I’m kind of impressed with this
little second grader who is doing a great job of taking
Christ outside of the walls.

Holly: Completely unexpected! When Don and I
married, his brother said to me, “Do you know that
the average stay of a Baptist pastor is 18 months?”
I never, ever expected that we would be here that
long. I am pretty
random, I like
new adventures.
I never dreaded
moving on,
because frankly,
I think we all
have to be ready
to move on. The
fact that the Lord
kept us here
was a real gift to
both of us, to our
whole family.

What ministries are you
passionate about?

Amy: I was a teacher, so I naturally gravitate towards
children. I love seeing them learn and grow and come
to know the Lord and be discipled. I get excited
about Sunday school and VBS. That was what I poured
myself into at Chalk Bluff. But since coming here, I
have felt the Lord has something a little different in
store. I am excited to serve in ministries that affect
my kids, but I’m praying about how He’s shifting my
heart in new directions.
Holly: There have been several areas I have served
in short term, but I think from the beginning back in
Perry, the most important ministry goal to me has
been helping others see the relevance of Scripture
in their lives and their inability to live a righteous life
without the Word. I didn’t have that growing up, and
I so clearly saw God lead me through His Word. In our
22 years at FBCSA, I was always involved in women’s
ministry. I started out organizing and leading the
Bible studies and then planned special events. I think
scripture must be the basis of all we are doing. Even
now that our Tuesday women’s study is over, I will
very quickly pick up a study that I’ll do through the
summer. I find for me to be nourished and have fresh
insight into what God would have me to do, that I
have to be in the Word.
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Describe FBC to a
newcomer....

Amy: Friendly and down-to-earth. I’ve felt very
welcomed, and I’ve met people who are very downto-earth and kind. I think people are looking for truth.
You should have programs, social fun things...but
what people are really hungry for is growth in the
Lord and the Word. So this is somewhere that I know
they’re going to hear truth and the Word of the Lord.
Holly: I think I would call it a non-typical First Baptist
Church. Sometimes when you think of First Baptist
churches, you think large, traditional, stuffy. And
the beauty of this church—if you will find a place to
belong, a Sunday school or a small group—is that it’s
a family of believers. I think it’s like the definition of
evangelism; it’s one beggar telling another beggar
where to find bread. We come together knowing that
this is a place where you will find truth and fellowship.
Don and I are about to go look for a church for the
first time in our married life. I know that it is going
to be difficult, because we have been immersed for
22 years in a family of believers. During that 2007
cancer diagnosis, we were just swallowed up in love.
I was working then, and I’d get a call that somebody
has provided plane tickets for us, and someone else
offered to provide meals, lawn care, all kinds of stuff.
There’s no place other than a church where you would
be provided for with such generosity.
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What legacy would you
like to leave?

Holly: I suppose just that we served faithfully. We
didn’t do everything right, but we served faithfully
and we loved as we had been loved. God gave us
the grace to love. Don would probably say “I taught
truth”, and I would say “I loved well”.
Amy: I think that people would feel loved and that
glory was given to the Lord.
Holly: I hope that you are here 23 or 24 years, so that
you can go a step further than we did!

What’s the best advice you
ever received?

Holly: Someone said to me, “Be your husband’s best
cheerleader.”
Amy: Allow yourself to be who God created you to
be. For a long time, I wanted to hang on to things
that made me feel like me. I thought that if f I let
go of them, I would just be boring. But when you
become a new creation in the Lord, and submit
every aspect of your life to Him, it’s never boring. It’s
full of joy and freedom.

graduate and it was time move on, the Lord gave
me that verse...to trust in Him. I was terrified of what
was next… specifically a senior pastor role. I didn’t
know what that would look like, because we’d
not been given a good example. God has taught
me not to move forward with my own plans, but to
wait on Him.

What is your prayer for
people of FBC?

Amy: Ephesians 3:16-20—“I pray that out of his
glorious riches he may strengthen you with power
through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ
may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray
that you, being rooted and established in love,
may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy
people, to grasp how wide and long and high and
deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that
surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the
measure of all the fullness of God.”
Holly: 2 Timothy—“Be diligent to present yourself
approved to God as a workman who does not
need to be ashamed, accurately handling the word
of truth.” So my prayer would be that each person
would do their best to do what God has given
them to do.
Amy: And look to the Lord, not to Don or Chris. Not
to a person. Only to Christ.

What is your life
Bible verse?

Holly: I have so many favorites! Proverbs 3:5-6 is
probably the one that most frequently comes to
mind: “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and do
not lean on your own understanding. In all your
ways acknowledge Him, and He will make your
paths straight.” In this year’s senior Bibles, the verse
I wrote was Psalm 16:5-6. “Lord, you alone are
my portion and my cup; you make my lot secure.
The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant
places; surely I have a delightful inheritance.” That’s
basically saying He has provided security for me.
So my security is in Him...not in my husband, or my
children, or in any person. It’s in Christ.
Amy: Proverbs 3:5-6 really is the one for me. When
we were in Covington, knowing Chris was going to
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TELEVISIONS

WEBSITE

YOUTH

Becoming All Things
Written By:
Susan Spoon

CARING

NEIGHBOR

GRIEFSHARE

The Apostle Paul’s willingness to be
whatever it took to reach people demonstrated his total surrender to
the Gospel. We, the members of First Baptist Church, also look for ways
to demonstrate our willingness to do whatever it takes in our ministries,
missions, and encounters with people. Here are just a few of the many stories
about how some members came to attend FBCSA.
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David and Cheryl Ratcliff moved
to San Antonio in 1975 and
were members of several Baptist
churches over the years. They
TELEVISIONS were searching for a congregation
with Sunday morning Bible
classes and a choir they could join. They had no
luck and were getting somewhat discouraged.
They faithfully visited a church every Sunday. One
weekend in 2006, they went camping and came
home Sunday morning, too late to attend church.
Cheryl turned on Channel 12 and announced to
David, “I think I’ve found a church!” They attended
the choir that Wednesday night, sang in the choir
the next Sunday, and came down to join the
church in their choir robes, even though Pastor
Don Guthrie was away and in his place was a pulpit
guest. “We felt God definitely wanted us to visit and
then to join.”

W

Charlie and Starr Sims have lived
in San Antonio since high school.
They were searching for a church
WEBSITE where they could find a place of
service (most important to Starr)
and be fed by the worship music (most important
to Charlie). Charlie got on the internet, found the
FBCSA website, and told Starr they needed to
visit. On their first Sunday, they were greeted by
Holly Guthrie, encouraged by Pastor Don Guthrie
to fill out a visitors’ form, and then received Don’s
Saturday night call. They joined in 2017. Charlie was
even impressed by the beauty, order, and integrity
of the bulletin design!

GS

Russell Hern’s mother Rachel
joined First Baptist Church in the
early 1950s. His father Rudy, a
non-practicing Catholic, would
GRIEFSHARE
drive her to church and drop her
off. However, one morning an
older gentleman knocked on his window and said,
“Young man, you need to come to church!” It was
FBCSA pastor Perry Webb. Eventually, Rudy began
to attend and became a believer; he and Rachel
were faithful members for nearly 50 years. “I was
put on the cradle roll in 1953 and brought up in
the church,” Russell says. “I had severe separation
anxiety, so my mother began working in the
nursery to placate me.” Rachel worked in the church
nursery for 45 years. “I attended FBCSA until I
graduated from high school and went to college
in Austin.” Russell became an anesthesiologist
and was a member of a Methodist church in San

Antonio with his wife Susan. “When she got sick
and died in 2016, our church didn’t have a ministry
for those in deep grief. I was going to church by
myself, but it was very painful because of my
memories. I was reading books and praying, but I
was very much in despair and depression.” Russell’s
cousin Pat Hutzler, a member of FBCSA, told him
he might want to attend our Grief Share ministry.
“GriefShare was a life-changing thing,” Russell says.
“I thought I had a close walk with God, but I was
questioning everything about my faith...everything
except the empty tomb. I knew Jesus had risen
from the dead. Losing Susan drew me close to
God. Through the pain, anger, questions, there
was nowhere else to go to find comfort. I learned
we are called to want Him more than anything
and anyone else and be willing to lay it all on the
altar.” Russell knew Don Guthrie, who was always
warm and urged him to consider returning to
FBCSA. “I really liked my old church; my daughter
had begun singing in the contemporary service
about once a month. But GriefShare rekindled a
love for FBCSA.” He later became interested in a
certain percussionist, Charli Anderson. They met
at GriefShare, and married in 2017. “Charli wasn’t
pressuring me to join the church at all. But one
Sunday her son Hunter was going to be there, and
we decided that was a good day.” Russell always sits
on the second row, near the percussion pit. So he
didn’t have to walk far to shake hands with Chris
Johnson and come home. “It was special to join
when Chris was preaching—that’s the future. As far
as how I came to FBCSA—Grief-Share was a lifeline,
and I grabbed it. It was exactly what I needed. It’s
exactly what a church needs.”

Y

Bill and Huguette Wilson and their
children Anne-Marie and Eric attended
a church near Helotes. “Huguette
YOUTH comes from outside Montreal, Canada.
The summer after Eric’s 8th grade year,
in 1993, our youth minister left suddenly, and the
group disintegrated...right before all the summer
activities. One of his school buddies was Russell
Cameron. Russell asked Eric to come to his church
because the youth group was doing a bunch of fun
things that summer.” Bill and Huguette knew the
Camerons very well and agreed. “Then, when Eric
started high school in the fall, he came to us and
said, ‘Mom, Dad, I’ve had a great time this summer,
and I’d like to go to church there.’ Going to summer
youth activities was one thing, but attending a
Baptist church—for Huguette, that was crossing the
Rubicon! She was very reluctant, but finally said yes
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“I HAVE BECOME ALL THINGS TO ALL MEN,
SO THAT I MAY BY ALL MEANS SAVE SOME.”
• 1 CORINTHIANS 9:22 •

because of Russell. For a couple of weeks, we drove
Eric to FBCSA, dropped him off, and drove all the
way back to our church in Helotes. Glen and Ruth
Cameron would bring him home. Then we began to
wonder what he was learning there. Was he being
indoctrinated in some way? We decided we’d check
it out the next Sunday. We walked in and Eric took
off to his classroom, and Jim Murray got hold of us,
he knew the Camerons, and took us to a Sunday
school class. It was just an amazing experience.
Within one week, I just felt I was home. Huguette
took longer. But after Pastor Don came in 1996,
she finally agreed to become a member. Everyone
thought we were already members! We walked the
aisle, and R. B. Cooper baptized us. It’s amazing how
your children lead you in so many ways. It was God’s
hand that did that.”

C

Grace Dukes was a faithful servant at
FBC from 1939 to 2015. In her later
years, she had a live-in helper named
Maria “Pinkey” Rodriguez. Grace’s
CARING daughter Kay Ely remembers that
when Grace asked Pinky to drive her
to church, Pinky said, “I will take you and drop you
off and pick you up.” Grace replied, “No, I’d like
for you to go with me.” “Oh no, they’d look down
on me because of the way I dress.” “No, not that
church,” Grace replied, and Pinky agreed to go.
Church members were nice to her, but Pinky said,
“It’s because they realize who I have on my arm.”
Grace said, “It doesn’t matter here what you wear
or who you’re with.” Grace also insisted she come to
Barbara Williams’ “Hope” class and Pinky still attends
that class. Everyone at church witnessed to her,
and Grace led Pinky, who grew up Catholic, to the
Lord. Grace died in 2015, and Pinky walked forward
and was baptized in 2016. Kay says, “Oh, my mom is
thrilled!” Barbara Williams told Pinky she could join
a younger class, but Pinky said, “I want to be a voice
for Dukesie” (her nickname for Grace). Pinky is still a
caregiver, but says, “I’ll never find another Dukesie.”
After a difficult life, she loves her church and knows
people here are genuine and really care about her.
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After leaving their long-time church,
Mark and Laura Walker “wandered
in the wilderness for three years,” in
Laura’s words. They visited several
NEIGHBOR
churches but never joined. In 2005,
they were excited to move into a new house. Laura
recalls, “God put us there for a reason! I was out in
the front yard with our dog, and Cleo Crouch and
Irene Carrillo (his caregiver) were walking down
the street. Cleo was such a ladies’ man! He struck
up a conversation and immediately talked about
knowing the Lord.” He asked where they went to
church and told them he attended FBCSA, where his
wife was the organist. “The next morning, I had just
put on a green facial mask when the doorbell rang. I
jumped out and said, ‘Boo!’ to Letha. She cracked up
and said, ‘Quit flirting with my husband!’ So I said,
‘He’d better quit flirting with me!’ She came in and
we had a great visit.” Letha and Martha Nelson, an
FBCSA member and former neighbor of the Walkers,
encouraged them to visit FBCSA, and they did.
“One Sunday we missed, and Pastor Don Guthrie
called us to say he’d seen we weren’t there and
hoped everything was okay. We were visitors! We’d
never known a pastor like that. We knew without a
doubt it was definitely where we were supposed to
be.” A week or two later, Letha visited Laura about
starting a circle of six at her house. Together, they
walked through cancer treatments, Alzheimer’s,
and two deaths. “Our group seemed hand-picked
and put together by our Lord Himself,” Laura says.
“When Cleo died, we all stood around his bed,
holding hands and singing...a wonderful rejoicing of
sending Cleo home. (FBCSA member) Rex Shannon
kissed him and said, ‘I’m going to see you soon,
brother.’ Twelve years later, Rex still walks around the
neighborhood! Circles of Six are huge. They give you
your place.”
There have been many people who find their way
downtown, past numerous other churches, as they
seek a church where they can learn, worship, serve,
and make friends. But by far the most effective
way for people to “come home” to FBCSA is to be
personally invited. Let’s promise to invite someone
to church this Sunday!
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L I T T L E L E G A C Y: K I D S S E C T I O N

Finding Legacy
ASK, SEEK, SNAP

Growing a Church

Written By: Chris Georges

God’s Church is pushing forward in downtown San Antonio! In the same way Tricentennial
celebrates where we have been and we are going, our legacy is one of cherishing the past but moving
to where God is growing. New “cornerstones” are being built as we listen to how we are a part of this
familiar force of God’s leading. One new space was finished, another is only a few months away from
opening and the third connects the two.

1

2

3

ASK

SEEK

SNAP

Grab a grown up and a
camera

Use the map and clues
to start exploring

Find the symbol on the
ground to take the
perfect snap

McCullough

CORNERSTONES
TO FIND
1 Guthrie Courtyard

Avenue B

Fourth St

A place for reﬂection,
quiet and celebration of
new life in Christ!
2 Fourth Street
Crossing

More space to worship
and glorify His name.
3 A crosswalk

As we are growing into
the city connections are
being made for our
people

Fourth Street
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A SERVENT’S
Interviewed & Written By: Frances Allen • Photos Contributed
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Ken Coffee was born in Hempstead, Long Island
New York. He was the second of four children
and the only son. His mother, Evelyn Distelkamp
was a New Yorker, and his father, Thomas
Leonard Coffee, was a Texan. The family ended
up moving to Texas in 1944. Unfortunately, their
marriage suffered tremendously during the
great depression and by their thirteenth year of
marriage, they divorced. The children decided to
stay with their mother. Life became even tougher
for them but Ken always worked diligently to
help his mother in any way he could. Schoolwork
became secondary in their effort to survive.
However, God had big plans for Ken Coffee.
One day while singing “God Bless America” in
Jr. High a teacher turned around immediately
and begged Ken to join the choir. The following
semester, he dropped drama class and joined the
choir. That small decision would eventually lead to
a college scholarship, meeting his wife and finding
his calling. God was working His plan for Ken’s life
at a time he didn’t even know Him. How amazing of
our Creator!
The summer after Ken’s freshman year in High
School was filled with many learning experiences.
One of which lead him to Christ. While working
that summer, a nearby church member, Lois
Barrett, stopped to get to know some guys playing
football. She would make a list of all the boys
out there and attempt to visit them to share the
gospel and invite them to church. She started
visiting Ken at home…at least once a week…
regardless of how rude he was to her. Finally,
she convinced him to listen to what she had to
say. As she recounted the story of Jesus and what
He had done for Ken, that story broke his heart.
Ken promised he would come to church the next
Sunday, and he did. He gave his life to Christ that
very Sunday. Ken changed so much that next
school year that even an unbelieving teacher
began to attend church!
God continued to pour out His blessings on Ken
by providing a full ride scholarship to Wayland
Baptist College (Now Wayland Baptist University).
During the middle of his college career, in 1954,
Ken married Martha Lee Brown of North Little
Rock, Arkansas, the union of which produced two

children, Risa Kacir and Blake Coffee. He now has
six grandchildren and two great grandchildren.
Ken earned his Bachelor of Arts Degree from
Wayland Baptist College in Biblical Studies in
1956. During his ministry, Ken pastored three
churches and was the associate pastor of four
others. He served as Executive Director for San
Antonio Baptist Association and Associate Director
of the State Missions Commission for the Baptist
General Convention of Texas. He retired from the
BGCT in 1999, after which he consulted churches
in growth and conflict resolution, as well as
Intentional Interim Pastorates. He now finds great
joy in teaching the Koinonia class in the Kingdom
Builder (70s) Department.
This year, on June 3, Texas Baptists presented the
Legacy Award to Dr. Ken Coffee to honor him for
representing Texas Baptists exceptionally well.
His granddaughter, Elizabeth Biedrzycki, held the
honor of presenting the award. The words Elizabeth
used to describe Ken in her speech is perfectly
described what leaving a “Legacy” should look like
to all of us here at FBCSA.
“When I think about Papa, I think of a tree. I think
of strength and rootedness. I see root systems
that tell the story of a man who seeks the will
of God and does so in community with others. I
think of rings within a trunk protected by bark
representative of years of experience and deep
wisdom. I think of someone to lean against and
who doesn’t budge. I think of someone who doesn’t
wilt easily and who stands boldly regardless of
the season: seasons of vitality, season of draught,
seasons of new chapters, seasons of unknowns,
seasons of joy, seasons of the mundane, seasons of
pain, and seasons of provision.”
Ken Coffee has truly accomplished much in this
world. The thing that matters most to our Creator
is the obedience and dedication Ken has put in the
Lord by becoming a faithful servant and student
of Jesus, and being the image of God for his family,
church family, and many more generations to follow.
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PRAY FIRST
Gathered By: Kappie Coffee
Pray First taken from Seek God for the City 2018.
Used with permission.

Perhaps after reading these articles your heart felt a need to
respond. We wanted to help by suggesting a general prayer
prompt related to the article in some way.

SANCTUARY CHOIR VOLUNTEERS:
ON BEHALF OF MINISTRIES –
Pray that Christian ministries will be founded on God’s truth, anointed by
God’s power and well-supported by God’s people. Pray for those who labor in
specialized ministries to effectively increase the impact of local churches.

HOLLY AND AMY:
ON BEHALF OF PASTORS AND THEIR FAMILIES –
Pray that pastors and church leaders will be filled with wisdom; that they will
be honored by those they serve; that God will pour His Spirit upon them in
power and humility, giving fresh intimacy with Jesus; for protection from the
plots of the evil one against their families; that deep friendships will grow.
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SOCIAL MEDIA:
ON BEHALF OF SICK PEOPLE –
Pray for God to touch those who are sick in your community with healing
and comfort. Pray that they will grow in grace as God walks with them
throughout their ordeal; that God will provide for their financial needs; for
their caregivers and families; that many will renew their trust in Christ and
follow Him boldly, even in affliction.

BECOMING ALL THINGS:

Becoming All Things

ON BEHALF OF THE CHURCH –
Pray for many people to see the Lord and to see Him together. Pray the church
will realize who God is and what He has done with wonder and awe. Pray for
the gospel to be told drawing many to Christ.
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KEN COFFEE:
ON BEHALF OF SENIOR ADULTS –
Pray that God’s strength and peace will be poured out on those who are
advanced in years. Pray for them to be honored and cared for so that loneliness
would be banished with lasting friendships and family bonds. Pray for grace
and strength to deal with illness. Pray that their latter years will be significant,
reflecting the glory of God.

LITTLE LEGACY - KIDS SECTION:
ON BEHALF OF THE CHILDREN –
Pray that children will hear the gospel and encounter Christ early in life; that
God’s fatherly heart will be revealed to kids who have been wounded or
disappointed by their parents; for family stability; for excellence in education;
for wisdom to be formed in their early years; for safety from perversion or
violence.
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